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Rethinking Malaysian Chinese Literary History:
Perspectives and Thoughts from Literary History Studies

Ooi Bee Peng
Han Chiang College

Abstract: The writings of Malaysian Chinese literary history are very
few while the importance of literary history is disproportional to the
concern and research of literary history. Moreover, between “literature”
and “history”, the writing of literary history contains a wide range of
problems, paradoxes, choices and tensions. This paper presents the basic
questions of literary history, rethinks the nature and various aspects of
literature and literary history, and examines from the perspective of
paradigms such as positivism, formalism, aesthetics, historicism, neo-
historicism, new cultural history, etc., their attributes and intertextuality
of disciplines, and thus, provides historical and theoretical references to
the research and writings of Malaysian Chinese literary history. The
paper also discusses and explores the insufficiency and possibilities of
Malaysian Chinese literary history.

Keywords: Malaysian chinese literary history, literary history, literature,
history, literary history studies
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Viewing Exploration of the Globalization of
Malaysia’s Chinese Local Culture TV Program:

A Case Study of 80's Generation from Selangor & KL

Lee Tze Jian
Chaoyang University of Technology

Abstract: In Malaysia, local TV stations purchase numerous TV
programmes from abroad that are then broadcasted on local TV channels.
However, Malaysia’s Chinese Local Culture (MCLC) TV programmes
continue to develop and attract Malaysian audience despite the influence
of globalization. This study explores the localization of MCLC TV
programmes from the perspective of globalization. An in-depth interview
was carried out with 10 interviewees from the 80’s generation in Selangor
and Kuala Lumpur (KL) (in Malaysia). Based on their viewing behaviour
and their perceptions of the local TV programmes, we understand how
globalization has affected the development of MCLC TV programmes
and provide some constructive suggestions on the future developments of
local TV programmes.

Keywords: local culture, globalization, TV program, audience of 80's
generation
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A Study on the Teaching of Chinese Writing Offered
in Advanced Chinese Course at Han Chiang College

Lin Chia Hui
Han Chiang College

Abstract: Advanced Chinese (course code LC115) is an elective offered
by the School of Communication at Han Chiang College. The course
aims to improve students’ cultural accomplishments and strengthen
students’ reading and writing abilities by introducing them to literature
reading, different genres of writing and Chinese culture. This paper
focuses on the teaching process, learning outcomes and evaluation.
Suitable methods of writing practice are thus deployed and the orientation
for future improvements is explored.

Keywords: teaching in Chinese writing, writing categories, narration,
description
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The Construction of the World After Death
in Han Dynasty:

From ZiChan’s Concept of "'Soul" to DongHan’s
""Zhenmuwen"*

Yeoh Kim Chuan
Nanjing University

Abstract: The concept of the construction of the world after death in Han
Dynasty has undergone a long and complex evolution. In the XianQin
literature, “Zuo Zhuan”is the representative of Zichan’s concept of
“soul” which emphasizes the ritual sacrifice, where the dead have
their offsprings offering sacrifices to them so that the soul has a ‘home’
and does not disturb mankind. The representative of the southern culture
“Chu Ci” believes that the soul splits into “Hun” and “Po”, and
“Hun” will drift everywhere after death. Thus, families of the deceased
need to hold an evocation ritual for the dead to make “Hun” and “Po0”
become one. The concept of “Hun” and “Po” is prevalent in the Han
Dynasty and evolves into “heaven” and “hell” in the world after death.
The living uses the “Zhenmuwen” to help the soulto enter hell,
toisolatethe living from the dead andto prevent the
dead from disturbing the living. This process reflects the understanding
of the world after death from XianQin to Han Dynasty.

Keywords: structure, world after death, HunPo, Zhenmuwen
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The Hidden Hands:

Tracing and Analysis of Chinese Character "'Shou™

Loi Hing Kee

Universiti Kuala Lumpur

Abstract: The modern Chinese character is the only written language that
originated from the ancient ideographical writing system and is still being
used today. It has been hailed as the only living written language fossil in
this modern world. We can easily trace the images in the ancient
pictographic characters, no matter which method is used in the liu shu (
the six categories of Chinese characters )  for forming Chinese
characters, and we can still identify the images as part of the ancient
Chinese characters. Unfortunately, the images in the Chinese characters
today are replaced by strokes and as a result, many characters do not
show their meanings. This paper attempts to search for the “hands” in the
ancient Chinese characters, and to analyse and understand the formation
of those characters in order to understand the meanings of modern
Chinese characters which consist of “hands”. Through the etymology of
Chinese characters, we know the original meanings of the characters and
identify the sequence of ideas of ancient Chinese characters. This paper
hopes to get the overall picture of Chinese characters through some
breakthrough to enhance the teaching and learning of Chinese characters
and words.

Keywords: hands, ancient Chinese characters, pictographic written
system, modern Chinese characters, literacy method






TE BT B R R IR

—— 51 (ERAFTHEHE—I “TEE WK,
B RE HNFI) A

% a2

B B AVRATREEEREAERENAEREME L, DRSS
I A BSCERAT R 5B TE ) (BN S I— LA “ X
B2ty Rz AR hRITIE I, B, RN R,
EEENEIRE By “HERZ5LT .

X ®E AE wH B

\

JEHRE AN AR R BB, SRR AR () P A
TR, IR [ E Rk I g (2 WS s, 1987: 252-
257) . ECAME (IRES) hfatl: “FXAETE, WIFEEE
TAE. 7 C (UMM ALE « SME) « 579) T st i Bk A A 2 T
i, EEZDPNHRMSARNMEZ 0, EEIEXTFENEZER, A2
FEER MR, ARt BT RN NSRS B BRI 1
WHITES . A 2% A ZRUOR S A B 7 BRI HEAT 5 N HK
PRIG RIS WA MR ER, BRMAEITREN/ME, JCLeIH )
ANIRFE ROV EAGEE R, . R FF. B AL B B/URIIE X
DAY e = R Y N 5 R Y N 7 AN D D & B g R
W SEDLIE I, AR SR DUBRCE R T R, T LAY T BT (R R A o

BRELSY, BIBEUA RS E S R AT WiRdE: sportschen2003@yahoo.com



Bz 3T e

] SCAR PR R sk AT P 2 JEORR AR Y65, BT EUAR T SR BRI 2 K,
PR — 5 R £

FEWRAE LI, DL “HAR B, kB ET (X,
2006: 73) NAESEHMEETFTIEUL “EFE, SHAH
(Bit: 6 M M, ARE H HRR R 1)t b 5 4af
AIE, EHRR SR .

JEAR AT SC 4 B — I 1 R — R /DI (N S22 I — DA
“WEFZ TR, mWEE” AR, R TR EE IRRITD
(1999) , RBP4 AR, AHwEs, AK
AN, RERPZAR, “Hhdfsk, BEHEFmTH”

FEEB SR 2R B, N 5P Bk — B DO AL
N — TR () RAEY o AR SCKE 51 RIS T 1 SO (5 A 3245 T — A
“UEFZ BT, BWERE” ONED FRBJUMRA T . Bk, BE
B NS4 e, R AR, BAEKE, HSr2EEME
WA 5 a2 Bk, A T4, 6 SdgE 5 im E AR I
WY, RN “HMHHZR”, ERmTREANTRZTE;, FiH
W, WEBEWMNTRZA, UEEZL, BRI “8A%0m 1
&, BEMMBAT ¢ BE—EG, REE LB WS, A
R R T NI G2 S0k, BARIL 2 w2, MER#E () 6E
R SR O AS BN TR 1 R

V. 41E (767-836) : bz, ZMIRBHIEIGLZHEN, SHRIFER L. ViR
MIEREEE AN PRI, B LEERRE RN 2o W £ e W 1o T rg i
Fo T AR, REHKIRER, BOIRARNWEMER, S22, W
FIgk. BMEXENE. FEBE) & (HEBAL) LT 5% (HEAS)
BN\ (FEH) &bt Bk .

134



JE K b 4 BACER A

—. BRATYY, EiMmie

B B BRI ARRE . B PRE SR SO AZ i, (R HEE S
5H @B g, RRadow, BOoo B A E NS S A AR
Jo AT IR R AR B (T R AR Bh VB & R LURFT S IR
it gt, HEBR T DR 44 4 1 HERY) DL B 55 ZR I i A sl 82, DA
BOF SRR IE S RUET I 2R, AIE R 2 A RIS AR
TEAE S, 48 8 A 2 BE I T ) KUR N ROCB R H o I T IR R H S 3
TORSCFAME, EWSIEZRT N “ LA hiz, L5 ELER,
AR Y, HHELsT, 7 ((EP - IEE=T= - BTG
f£i) : 280)

BRSO ITIR “EMEERER , R/ MO ALK R,
PALBUEAE, X7 P 5 Bk BEE £ N R 2 e, % Ak
NEPZELERERE . REDEATREARER ZFE, F#ite, 1
o, 5B MNEE . EIREH R, X AR UR T E
A, BRTH A, LEFBRARLUEFERE” (LA
1, 1987: 305) JEMRIE N B K F 0 1) e B

KA SCRFERFIEAE GRS « 7LD it im 1 48 1 i Ay
4.

/5%’3#‘1,@‘“/{;]19/\o'\}:i“i;ﬁ";l'—g—ﬁ’iz
B EFemRE LAY B SR ST R
Boo A e 2R I RLF Ay

o3 ER L EEE o RAE T RGN B
i g ale o “SRNBNALFH, BREHIBHTE R
F, RTFETR%m. SRATRE, SILALEIM, MK
Hlate, ShNsREAZE, NiFEAK? REEARTIRE
By, HIER, BRFAE, NAFFLZY, Hezie
K7 R pr g - GRET S /52 52k 0
WFA R 2RBER e BREL > FBANT THT o

135



Bz 3T e

2 gL 3L p o FREFE AAEE F
MEFATE 2 L RFFALE c FEFE R W
ERVAHVE > 44 HF 20 T o gnansd o XA
P o2 odlis o S AT LG A 0 1 2k
BEGE 2P A A Mg o gt AT, g

ZEHAE L BFEREL EpaFr o BRI A
FH 2w > FIFL AR o Fpr ot ELs v 2
R FEHPBF L o P AI FAW B (RE
Fo) =B AT M R AR S

AT RR O RSB B ﬁ4£z,wﬂkﬂw
BIE o FkEH AL FRAFAE > - e
EooEwrE ] RAGFT 2 o B o “aibdE, R %u
EAKME, BRI, 7 F o B L ™A e
HeoiohFEFuT 44 580¢

L R ST S R i = B L
FARos H R L oo T Az o (ERPHZ: 1584-1585)

W CHES « B4L) BUR T, "LUWE R E B IEE, Xf
NS, ATFARI T — P BHEAH B RRS o, xF BRlaUE, T H AR
SREL, WIEERARHI B, PR, AARAL, AR WA BUH BS s
poS

A AR R E AT NI SO, AL T ORIMIRAE R (6%
NEZHR—LL “HERF TR, BB %E” i) (O H RKIBIR—
DL “HERTEL SO ) « (BETRB—U “Foka
%, BHEMH” B  CHEMAUERTEMEER) . ChEE
MR LENEMER) « (EREIEDZE) . (5TERR
) . (ZEBERESERERTIC) .

ARG (BNLHEK—LL “HMfR TR, GmR%E” B BN
i, RUTIRE K B BRI B EAUR . BN, IR
UL BN, BT E . PURERZE PO EAd) & i Fadak [

136



JE K b 4 BACER A

CERNDLERDY HIHLE:  “oeeee (KFEAN) RENFBRBRZE, BT
BAZ A, FEk, NEprzznb, FaEk, ” HEEART
RIRPERLES, NI FT R ITHERREILIERS Bk, B 2 Fhph
AR, ReffE . (ER%E: 3D HRKE (HEME) 7Fa: “@k
ISR EN, KEwE, REREG, HIRfEZHR, AKEFAR, |
BEaAfk, REIAR—R, SmAEBEREIA, 7 ki,
36) HRTE (Ed) B+ 2788 “@BHzit, AEA, KE
dot, RRSG, HkE, Wik, 7 (T 49) MONFTA,
EENRUNE RPN BT SR, o ANEANGaRE. FEANAZ
Rz, REGTUCREDIER, T HMEARE R, L2 Rk

IR HR 424 300 . BARRENIE: “KREHS, BALE. 1
By, BRRSD 4o, TH M, BT EmIRL; EFL, EN
ki 7

i NIR IR B2, A VAU 2 MU O SR % . BT
Wi TR CGRFIE) B e T: “HMART, TAER
EwmREA, A, BPREL, XLHERLE. 7 (FW: 1D X=:
“BBEHERMY, REBRR, —LHAY, Xhae, AAK, AK
Rk 7 UFWj: 2) B “HEBENET, RARBZIR, %A
BZheFH. 7 (W 3) MALURGY Ea S Mok sk, HEl
N[} E

FE AR RE IR R, RN 2 8 B B, Bl e N SRk iE
EXFEZH. WRE. BES T —RUIERAERN GLR) B/
R “HWERETTER, BAMETER. 7 GR%e: 398) 1t
TR KA NTE K Z A0 GRIRY R W2k g K 2 s
FEWE, M H L2 R CE, RSB G ERE
JEAEER PP R R I <R M R, KBEHEAZE, H
LR, P RR. 7 GG 387) KRIEMAEIEE#EREZ
i ok L gt N AR K —FF, B A i E LRSS R A
El. MALER S =

137



Bz 3T e

EB R, ARZRE, (hb) aakiEa, ¥F# (©
BY BRIEA. XM (EEHIK) EBEA, KKE. it
LBHBEZ), FeFb, wE, e, LBk, T
o FR, mHBEL, (JIE) B, RE. B XK, K
%, R, BA, LEAK, EFTKEK. BL, B4
e, HHRmAAE, BT, FHIKREL, GES: 387)

BIEAE CBNSZEEIR) A DL E R 77, RE T LB B
AU, VEdHe TRANETERZ Y, MY, mAE—RZ
P, A DURGE R R & PSS AN TR, W 7R BL S e i = ) 3 1) 44 20
LRI, ISR SR AR S 1 I B3 R I 44 2D 58 4 T LA NPE s
MR AS A BB R B TEE & (1 (8] Y H AR 08 S 4
i, BTS2 A, — IS T R i E .
farg TAEE R BIRE B, RE 7 HBETRH .

AR TN ZRETEBRRIEE 2N (3 WEFEH),
2010: 1-15) JF HABEH 7T HALDKR. H. =, &, A
e SO DURAA MG AL, WSS, B E, PGk
H, BRZIE 50, BRI % AN, Wil R,
temgi AL bz A, A ROIRHE T TR E R A A ERWEE, &
EHCOEEA, ANz %, —FHEHEA R, “HB0m
WiE” I H b s TR IE NS S R E A, DR E
B B A AT R PR A . WA A B o e R
5 H g NERFEM TR (R 2013) 2 3Ch), HSRREE XL,
AT, B T AR S WA R, RN, D ey, &
M EM B RR, BETEGMEERESHEERER FY
i

138



JE K b 4 BACER A

=, HxrwmoRE | \EETERT

RSB -

R, FAERAR. FBETLH, ERHT
G, AEAFHE, Abkt. LERZE, mTe
PRI, REEKFLIAE, WERAZIR « FRE
R, TRETES; EHME, EHEFIE, FERK
B, WUKALR B8R, Bk R, 8 E AT,

fig NS24H, Vi AW T E AR ER A il IR . R RIEIES
H, RF ARG RIS M OHER R, 783625 T 0
g, R ol rFNR 2 . A2 L AR S BGS HR FAE R
WM, AR E. “AFERTF UL, ERSTHET N XS
2R, UM (ETFHEE « L0 EAE) PHTE:

RSB BREY 5 A 5 RIT B o 2 PR
FIRSF o3 A= 1 ARL AP AMFHEa AP

ToRARLEARRNEFH o AAKA AP o

REBRMMIEZTAH, 7HEXTH, LTAF, HEEXS
e AMBAZBE, #ELS, W55R2 & TN, MR
RFFhisA, FTURE, etk EX%, ¥$&80ULE
£, EwdF, b, mIFzth, BAESE, WRFR, U
EHE, KERSZ AL, KFAZ: BTFL, THSGE
AR AE, mRARL. FAT, KIFFHF, T3,
#, REABEL, AABREEZZE, RELL, ®F

139



Bz 3T e

(ZH: 23)

B E I E P s e S A LR R T EE, ER
B REAEWE, KakF], X, 2&H, BERRRE, XL
MAAE, 7 FRE: BRILAN LTG5, mATE. 2w, U#H%
o B B, PR, FXGEAHmE, HlageE, K
BEsR sk, LR, CEfP: 34)

B, “LEHZ A, mTemki. 7 —USMERIREE
B, WAAWIAEARRT, TE DR JE &, LHBR
T 1 R PR 1) B A B BE B 1) S

IREEE R “ REFRKFZIITE, BHERAZITR. 7 B
BESR 2 Tl R N, HAMEMEFENZ2E, ft “%
A3 7, R R A A U T DL RIS o ARARKE AR (1Y A5 S
JTE  ATPP] - RO REE) Bt miA ik “kEEH
o &) By A iR, SRR AR, Aits: EA
BERZ ) OBEZR. 7 (MifH: 225-226)

FERALARE (RER) & =HhBH A D — N (RATELE) ik
H: A RR) B: ‘AMFTIEIAR, KAREBRE. KTH
R, 2Rk, EKER, TUAHR. FRRZIFRAEA, W XH:
‘BN, RELBMTRAE, iz, 7 HEAKE: 36)

BROHAREE I, M2 amh E . EURE, r2RAER
s “BA8” P RIGYE, EYIEN . RO NBERE R 2 LR
52 B A N CBELRD)

ZERE O R PR EB R S g s o
A ROCTHE - R rESE
P

a4

Ghep o A G PREEHA S -

140



JE K b 4 BACER A

T

<

‘ fg‘ °L'—l§5§"‘+ ’%4‘)giﬁo
!

' 1t
Vi) (Ffiufg: 312)

+ w«’(

!

"

BIL/NARIERZ LA 2GR, bR (RFES - FIR) B
“HAEIE A TR T R AR S -

R EBRE R, Rakfe R . M FRANYIEE,
bR AL R

G fEes s, BFOChBE, AV SFRT &M,
R R, (REERE. 12)

BIEER IR R NG4S, TR H R, fa
B NALTEIRIGZ H, A AR, oA R M E NS EF 5,
ARAIR, AEZY, Xt wANE KM%WO<%E$$W,
2010: 1-15) XWIEMREBEA L ER, —wmElien)E, H
%mﬂ%,m%ﬁiw%ZM%,%u fih L EA DAE E 200 H R
AT, S8, SASFAAETRE

= FEVIFRINE T R, YUIRET ARG
Mt S X

AR A  SEER S RAF AT E o fAMTE

W LA ET TR MRS B A BTk B F

g o RE () A28 F o F 2 FR ’%"F oo A5H A
@a,%—‘di&%lé‘o‘ﬁ‘*}&_}é awE:{—jE/%\ s P!/E]a’rr/%’ E 3T
7

TR VIEATIR 0 Aok FE AR T 0 X B 2R
£$°{ﬁ4’$3%i’%%ﬁmo%ﬁ%i~%’L
PPt e g B TR 2T BARFELR o HENA

7 o RAEE R -

141



Bz 3T e

B NFF I IRSZ RS R 5, INIB G JZEHERE, 58 R
FE. BEER. EREVERERARE LHKRE. (BRRid) &
THE: “@EdPHBRAT, KEwE, TEMNLE, LR, WH
%o 7 (EWi: 19) ULEASASK B Wi rgig i, ZRSEFH R,
BEP—FRAE TR KRR, Hakd 2 Y
—FF, WA AR, L kP, HEZE, KA, AELH
FE, EABFHARKSE. 7 ([EW;: D) JFEE: “dFEELT
T, dEeFrrredt” BISLBMMAIETZ 4 o 7 JER:

(EEY : “BRFE: EANTHEAR, EANTHEH
Bo 7 IRE (HMEF) 5 “HRETHR, EEAMT
o 7 T E: “KREBRBLEESAZEZ” X8 “Hit
RAPswE, 2 —HEAHEZE, TEHAXTARET,
FheifpibZ AT B, 2FZIHTHRY, Z4HZ
o 7 (JPfE: 20D

EME EHTRNERBIF R E, Mz AR, X 1
Mok LR JE R A K L 67, AN RESRE Sy b B A . IR 32
BAE, Rk TALE AT L AT RE b O S U R DA, S AR R
FRESLE I, v A TCHR AN TR H AR A, LT S).

FEA AT W IR I, ERIAA S & il B AN 2 R AT 2
NFTR, BONTRIR, (B HRR, 5B AAKIEAEH— e
MR E, RERICEM. EE TR, LY, HBESmms
ARAFEHTGF, AR AR e A S &, W~
KZHNEEZN, EABNTHZE T, MERE T BEHIEE R O
SWRFIR T 1 H L.

Rz “fREd, BRLEZRK; BoREZ, It (K)
ANZ oA, 71BN (BE  ZEEL) « “Biisk, sRIEZ, 7
(Z=ghtE: 183) RiH ZIRIURUAEN, 555 REMMmE, W

2 KR, MR ORI, KRR .

142



JE K b 4 BACER A

BAEMYLR, AN — BEAEE P Rk L =Y JEE WIRE LK
EHEREE, KO5ERNMEOE, $G RS T H R
THANEA LS. RERE Gy « &) . “ah i
“Z, HHT, &FR. 7 BRI T T RERESBONER
BAER, NE&BFEARB. (BF: 35) MG ANEHE:
“GRAEZZHAEE, ARTHR, EASH. FE. HE. 2R,
SBERETRE, AT, RAFLZER, BAAKTZIN, £
VA bW RARM AL . 7 CHAE: 29) XWHEIE T A HECHE M
EANMRAE T —FNERE, “AE—FEME, SEEHLIHE
w72 A KER, HUHRT MBI, 102 A
W

T A AN B AR AE Lt N TSI R I B4 7 15 Y 3 P ) 7 Je 3 1]
RO RSB EE, REF TIRANEEMAEES, XA =R
B TA) B AR RERVE U o 04> B PR32 5 38 LN AE 3 1 B S HE 5 SR
Sz, IEWREESCHATR: ‘4B RFFR, BAHE. ATAZ, &K
WM, FANS A, EXTHET BRTEEVRCEABEIEIN,
0 — BIERRAA TS, BT IRLHTE? “EXFR
B AL MABEAR (fERET o KOO G Rk Tgs,
BF R, 7 (EE, 1962: 44) A (FEF « JLEK - DA fr)
8w “HBhkoRiE, B Ramzl, ZEASKE,
s RAR 2 ke 7 (EENAH. 5, 1991: 63) X (g4 « K5
Ma) BE: “AlfzBH, AkTF L5, ZTRETHMH. ”
(R ¥, 1995: 381) iXLumiffLift, HREME AR .

Mk B fa LAt 43 1 E A O i

bHHE, AT RE, LERARTR, FRZIHKKF; &
¥, REAZMAL, 44, RTALX, HEMKE, &
BRZBHA, MAFZAN., BAZFARNZE, RUEMF
Z %, N RARYS, BHY Rtk

143



Bz 3T e

BEOR “ i A st AREaO e, SEYE AL
) Ay, M REREE TR, SAAAEASEN? Fie—
FOIRY, RIS G A A 2 S B AR EAR, AT T
X AARIZER . WR A IERN S RO RAE 2 20,
W FEIRAERA TR G, RERSEY), REV&EKIER.
T A eSS

KwFFARkZA, BFReZamAE, LB, TLAX
Ho RIWEIRITF, REAEIMAT, RCEFIM
AR, IR FE, FARZ. kFa: “FE! £A7
TOFZF? 7 (ESkik: 65)

ik « MZEhr o W) Bl Rk AR IHRTHAK, &
WERRAT. 7 GG 1212) FoKHTREmkRkE, RAH#
B AR NBE . A Ahseig, S EE, ARt — R AE
ZH. M—UIERMR, AreARmMAZ. RREABRHEE (B=
THEY An: “AACEk, 2B, ATHABE, TL5H
Atko FLLZ HERAR, HRKZHTAF. ST H0F, K¥Fhk
e, BN, —WRKZER—RE, “hRmAi, FEHX
Z AR, A®KF7, (HE. 1100) MEF B EE 4R, #iE TR
Al

COURZART G R E (ERRENALY Bl “FR Ak
XREETB %, 5ZORFTZIM. — X E5XH, RAXLHIFZ,
MARRE. TIREZGTL, DR,k FFT L. 7

Crg) FEH A IEE:  “HRE LR RS Zd, KIRIRH
®, xmhEz3F, 9RFETZIM. —kBRExH, mirzk. +
FHEZMNTE, DM _K)TF RN, ”

(Pl BEE ) \NH Z&EAJE: “BFLIEAPL, 7 R
Bl 3) MEDPUMET R, (ARREEER, kzufe, Zimkd.

N
o o

144



JE K b 4 BACER A

hEZPH L ERAEMN A, HEg, 42540, BEE0. 885
A5, DONPERURAER G, MOCE N R DIREREM, Ml
WEREA R, MAETLRZ PPN ZE, FEHBEM, (H2XHE
BE s, HRERKEZTYEZ UK. MEWMEYE, L2
—JEERERE R M, IEWASAE, SHEL, WEE Cferm
2, RSk .

W, EIE

A [=]

JEAETE ) (BONSEGIR) 2 B RIS B R ORI R K
H USRS 5, Hly B 3A SRR, R AAS R
i E, A AT .

MW BN 4920 BLIH R AME B ARV B AT Dy 3 2O R B
B SO PE RN . WL EAEN, G MREE AR RO
B, JFHUMIE S, IR AR ERAER, [N ECE
FRIAN AR TSR AR Ay e BN A OKE o P — T B 1 o

PN

i CE 7 - RARETE) B, ARG T4,

FAWE (Ek « #h) &=, 7 « RE=1T-tFz4.

A (1999)  (BASEAM—LL “XEfRztt, mEE” H) » BT %
Jete CHARIRIED 5 dbxst: dERtE TR,

FE (HEL) B, BlEEMAA.

EEE (1962) (ERE) Bt (B—2=%t) , &l HARBE.
Bt (FRAA0) B, DTSR A,

B CET < AhE ) BB, EATISRA.

% (DURIFAFIL) B, WBRICE /A,

BEOAH . W (1991)  (EREANE - A EVERLRE) , B KR tt.
i ¢ R IIPEIEE) BT, RE =+ ZEFU R —EZ20A.
2t (2013)  Cigif ) » dbnt: A RE,

ZH (B TEL - Z2 M ERTE) N, TR FISRA

PR (ASEM) BT=, HCMENESA

145



Bz 3T e

ZEM (20100 (FLERR —A “ES5IEE” SO EgE) , Jbat:
HHRF.

SPEZE (A« YL E =+ = « TREGELR) B+ —, FizERIE
BEZIA

XHE (2006) (CSCLEER < @RS\, HTFP LT g sConmER)
gk =RPBFBROERAF.

Rl CHEABOHET L) , B0 = ) EEIMLIEZIAR .

FidiE (TERESCEED B, DU TS S A .

AT (1987) (MRsk) , b B EEH AR AL .

BT (BEFER) MBS BRFERE —, HERK - TEE B ERRA
+ =g FERA.

RRBHAZ CHTETDY B—B -t HBrEsE—a =, SRR,

T CGRFIEY B, HNEMN A,

REY] CHEEFNAEIE) , TEENTEZIAR,

TEPN (MRS - SME) , IHRIRZIAR.

ek OEFER) , HESGCFERBETRZIA,

BRI S CRIRFE TR « N2) B—, HZEZIAR,

WY (k) , B, SZIA

MAgE OSEFESCEY B4, DA TISARA,

Bifs (B ILEE) &, BB EEDA,

RHIRGE (1995) (LELRgE) , &b BAPE.

KA (HEY B, TR,

146



On the Narrative of Self-referral:

Cited “Jiao Ren Mai Sao Fu: with ‘Rare and Precious Stuff in
Light Mist Colour’ as Rhyme” as Case Study

Chen Chin Fen
National Chengchi University

Abstract: This paper focuses on the narrative of self-referral by the fu
writer Fong Su from Tang Dynasty, who analysed the intertextuality
between the precious raw silk and rare stuff, by using allusions,
metaphors and symbols as materials in the fu “Jiao Ren Mai Sao Fu: with
‘Rare and Precious Stuff in Light Mist Colour’ as Rhyme” to prove that
he was the said “rare and precious stuff”.

Keywords: self referral, rare raw silk, precious stuff






It is OK to be Pretty:
Redefining Masculinities in The King and the Clown (2005)

Soh Weng-Khai*

Abstract: In South Korea, the deeply embedded patriarchal ideology,
justified by Confucianism and the needs to rejuvenate masculine
nationalism, observe the images and characteristics of men that uphold
the hegemonic masculinity in Korean cinema. Albeit the narratives of
nation-saving heroes replaced by a much celebrated narrative which is
concerned with the Korean nuclear family values, men still dominate the
subjectivity in Korean cinema, and the failure for one to take care of his
family is frequently blamed as discussed by Lee (2000) . Keeping
these gender ideologies in mind, it can be argued that Korean masculinity
does not embrace any feminine traits, and the prescriptions for men’s
behaviour by Confucianism have made Korean men visible culturally and
politically. This research delves into Korean masculinity through the film
The King and the Clown ( 2005 ) to re-examine the cinematic
construction of masculinities and to employ the concept of metrosexuality
as an analytical framework in understanding Korean masculinity within
the realm of cinema, with regards to the character of Gong-gil, the
protagonist of the film who is identified as a pretty boy or what is
popularly known as the metrosexual.

Keywords: masculinity, metrosexuality, pretty boy, capitalism, Korean
films
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College, currently a PhD candidate in the School of Communication in Universiti
Sains Malaysia. Email: s_wengkhai@yahoo.com



Journal of Han Chiang College, Volume 7

INTRODUCTION

The ideological function of gender has constructed the notion of
masculinity as a static and fix gender behaviour, and this applies to both
Western and Eastern paradigm of masculinity. Though Chinese
masculinity is argued by Louie (2002) as comprising both wen and wu
masculinity, and the wen masculinity is actually much more appreciated
than the barbaric wu masculinity, the ancient history of China has
witnessed influential women figures such as the Empress Consort Wu (or
familiarly known as Wu Zetian), and Empress Dowager Cixi, and such
phenomena can be safely interpreted as the desire of women to be
empowered just like men (for example, as the ruler of the nation) and the
ideal masculinity to be achieved have to comprise both wen and wu
characteristics in Chinese masculinity. At this juncture, we can see that in
general the notion of masculinity is itself unproblematised and wu
masculinity is still somehow being upheld unconsciously or consciously,
and this fixing of a gendered subjectivity attempts to hide the reason that
gender is itself unstable and thus it needs to be cemented to guard the
functioning of this deeply ingrained patriarchal world (Hayward, 2006).
Therefore, masculinity behaviours and attributes are still associated with
aggressiveness, heroism, ‘macho’ images, stoicism, domination, active
and competent qualities (Cheng, 1999; Crooks & Baur, 2008; Kivel &
Johnson, 2009)

The film The King and the Clown/Wang-ui Namja (dir. Lee Joon Ik,
2005) launched the blockbuster age of Korean queer cinema since 2005
(Kim & Singer, 2011). The popularity of this film did not only attract
more than 12 million cinema goers, but also forced the National Human
Rights Commission into drafting an anti-discrimination bill on sexual
orientation (Kim & Singer, 2011).%? In other words, this film not only
achieved commercial success, but also opened up discussions on Korean
gueer cinema. Not more than a kiss, The King and the Clown (2005)
implied gay romance (Wockner, 2006) and is appreciated as the precursor
of the blockbuster age of Korean queer cinema (Kim & Singer, 2011,
Tsang, 2009). The ambiguous relationships of the three male protagonists

52 This bill is still pending due to the protest especially from the right-wing
Christian organizations.
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in the film spiked the discussion within the framework of queer cinema,
in particular Gong-gil’s (played by Lee Joon-gi) midong character who
kick started the formula of gay men equal to gorgeous beauty (Kim &
Singer, 2011). More importantly, the seminar feminist film framework of
voyeuristic masculine gaze of heterosexuality as popularised by Laura
Mulvey in 1975 is challenged by the very existence of the portrayal of
pretty boy (Gong-gil) in the film. The portrayal of Gong-gil as a soft-
spoken, delicate, neat and beautiful man challenges the conventional
masculine roles and challenges the comfortable zone that predisposes the
distinctive roles and behaviours for men and women within the dominant
ideology on sexual differences. The construction of pretty boy in this film
serves not only to challenge the notion of masculine, hard and capable
body, but also promotes a non-conformative maleness and yet subjects
itself to a manipulative consumerist gaze which embed the ideological
position of selling ‘prettiness’ as commodification of masculinity.
Therefore, this article aims to re-examine the cultural-cinematic
construction of Korean masculinity through The King and the Clown
(2005) against the conceptual frameworks of metrosexuality as a new
way of understanding Korean masculinity within the realm of cinema in
order to unearth the underpinning ideology of capitalism within the film
through the mechanism of representation.

METEROSEXUALITY

Metrosexuality was first coined in 1994 by Mark Simpson but it was
in 2002 that the term went viral when he revisited metrosexuality in his
writings Meet the Metrosexual for Salon.com. In the article, he wrote,

“the typical metrosexual is a young man with money to
spend, living in or within easy reach of a metropolis—
because that’s where all the best shops, clubs, gyms and
hairdressers are. He might be officially gay, straight or
bisexual, but this is utterly immaterial because he has
clearly taken himself as his own love subject and
pleasure as his sexual preference. Particular professions,
such as modelling, waiting tables, media, pop music and,
nowadays, sport, seem to attract them but, truth be told,
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like male vanity products and herpes, they re pretty much
everywhere.”

The emergence of metrosexual challenges both notions of gender
and sexuality. According to Simpson (2002), the emergence of the
concept of metrosexuality, despite its flowing state of solidified definition
and a clearer picture for its identity, has been viewed as a middle class
man who possesses the feminine traits, regardless of his sexual
orientation. Such categorisation is problematic in the sense that a
homosexual who adopts such material behaviours is often perceived as
reinforcing homosexual behaviours and a heterosexual man (who may or
may not be coming from the middle class) who adorns himself may
trigger the homosexuality vibes. Simpson also demonstrates that the
emergence of this new manhood was a result of an “old-fashioned (re)
productive, repressed, unmoisturised heterosexuality”.

Often overlooked, due to the focus in the distinction between
heterosexuality and homosexuality, the whole phenomenon upholds the
unchallenged hegemonic masculinity that declines other forms of
unfamiliar masculinities as homosexuality. Herein, the concept of
metrosexuality will be employed to analyse the much controversial male
character, Gong-gil (the pretty boy), who exemplifies ‘soft masculinity’,
according to Jung (2011). However, the issue of homosexuality is not
delved in this article but it does not mean that this study does not
acknowledge the potential of homosexual gaze within the film.

Metrosexual masculinity has been used to discuss the ideal
masculine image in the British society ever since David Cameron became
the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. With the reported images of
Margaret Thatcher losing her feminine attributes in a masculinised
political arena while Gordon Brown appeared “staid, dour and
predictable”, David Cameron gains popularity among the voters with his
sensitivity and caring behaviour which made him the ideal masculine
image with his metrosexual appeal (Whitehead, 2007). This particular
turn in terms of British political arena popularises the concept of
metrosexuality within the framework of British masculinity by
destabilising the traditional understanding of heterosexual masculinity
which emphasises on aggressiveness and a less emotional state. The
finding demonstrates the potential of metrosexuality to challenge the
conventional understanding of hegemonic masculinity yet suggests that
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the very conception itself reinforces capitalist-driven consumption and
lifestyle patterns.

Similarly, Chinese literati also rebrand themselves in some Chinese
men’s lifestyle magazines whose readers consist of the middle-class
businessmen, as metrosexual in order to counter the contradictions
brought by the notion of cliché masculinity which is defined by “virility,
wealth and power” (Chen, 2013). Chen suggests that the portrayal of
Chinese literati in the magazines has been employing the concept of
metrosexuality to justify their consumption pattern that is luxurious and
excessive. By doing so, metrosexual lifestyles serve to commercialise and
reinforce the Chinese literati position as the privileged and powerful ones.

Besides, a study by Hall, Gough, Seymour-Smith and Hansen
(2012a) demonstrates that the boundaries of metrosexuality are still under
an unclear and vague picture and the reframing of metrosexuality as
masculine suggests that hegemonic masculinity still exert its power in
conceptualising the various forms of masculinity and is looked upon as
the most honoured way of being a man. The connotation of femininity for
both metrosexuality and homosexuality suggest that the two share a
potentially similar activity and behaviour and thus, are conflated and
equated as the same. Therefore, metrosexuality as a new masculine
behaviour is taken up (and condemned) in the popular culture, as it
creates an uncommon and discomfort state that disrupts the social
demarcations between masculine and feminine codes and behaviours, and
is perceived as a threat, “breaching normative masculine codes of conduct
(e.g. heterosexuality)” (Hall et al., 2012a). Attempt to distinguish
metrosexuality from homosexuality and its related field of studies and
discourses is also explored in the works of Harrison (2008) and Hall,
Gough and Seymour-Smith (2012b).

In a nutshell, metrosexuality can thus be applied in different
contexts; its birth gives a new way of deconstructing and reconstructing
the very fragile term ‘masculinity’. It offers a possible and a wider range
of male behaviour, regardless whether he is a heterosexist or homosexual
or other culturally defined sexuality. Being a metrosexual does not scale
down a man to be a ‘sissy’, or affect a man to be less heterosexual. It is
purely another (susceptible) mode of masculinity that revolutionises the
static masculine roles, emerged from the higher layer of social hierarchy
and stratification that gives its identity a very ambiguous one. In current
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times, there is no discussion regarding the metrosexual phenomenon in
film compared to other popular culture such as magazines and
advertisements. Except the work of Chen (2013) which examined the
rebranding of Chinese literati (wen) as metrosexual, the current studies on
metrosexuality is still based on attributes such as urbanisation, middle-
class, and (potential) flawless appearances.

Therefore, the following of this article will do critical textual film
analysis to re-examine the representation of the protagonists using the
concept of metrosexuality, rather than to reduce those unusual behaviours
to be of homosexual behaviours in the public discourse.

SYNOPSIS OF THE KING AND THE CLOWN (DIR. LEE JUN-IK, 2005)

The King and the Clown (dir. Lee Jun-ik, 2005) opens with a new
life for both Gong-gil (played by Lee Joon-gi) and Jang-saeng (played by
Kam Wu-seong) in Hanyang (now known as Seoul) after an accidental
murder of their manager by Gong-gil, who wants to save Jang-saeng who
is violently punished by the manager. Jang-saeng is sickened by the act of
their manager to prostitute Gong-gil to rich customers but both of them
are trapped during their escape. Gong-gil is a female impersonator in the
namsadang troupe. Owing to his delicate and fine features, he plays the
midong (beautiful boy) character. Gong-gil and Jang-saeng form a new
namsadang troupe by chance with other three street performers, and they
are arrested for insulting the king and his concubine through their
performance. In Korean history, namsadang performers were actually
treated as outcasts due to their homosexual relationships, which were
regarded as an immoral activity in the eyes of Neo-Confucianism
(Francoeur and Noonan, 2004). As the film The King and the Clown is
narrated through the namsadang, it is obvious that there are queer
elements in the film (Wockner, 2006) and in the works of scholars such
as Kim and Singer (2011) and Tsang (2009). By and large, the narrative
of The King and the Clown is propelled by a movie-within-a-movie
conceit, and such form of delivery is tactfully handled by Lee Jun-ik who
constantly challenges the binary opposition between the role of male and
female gender, and between heterosexuality and homosexuality.
However, the intention of this article is to reexamine the former one
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against the backdrop of metrosexuality and consumerist capitalism in the
understanding of the construction of various masculinities within film
texts.

The conflict starts building when Jang-saeng makes a deal that he
and his members should not face the execution if they manage to make
the king laugh. Their fate is a blessing in disguise; not only is the king
(played by Jeong Jin-yeong) impressed with their entertainment, but the
king assigns them to be the court jesters. With time, the king starts to
develop an intimate relationship with Gong-gil, which brings much chaos
such as jealousy and anxieties to the royal ministers, the concubine and
even a death sentence for Jang-saeng. The film ends with both Gong-gil
and Jang-saeng jumping up to the sky from the rope, wishing to be
clowns again in their next life and finally, suggesting an open-ending
interpretation for viewers.

FRAMING GONG-GIL: SEEKING ALTERNATIVE MASCULINITY

In The King and the Clown (2005), the film concerns Jang-saeng’s
subjectivity and is framed around Jang-saeng’s search to leave the palace
with Gong-gil. Director Lee Jun-ik’s focus on Jang-saeng’s narrative
ultimately sets all other characters free from their suffering (Gong-gil and
the king), told through his actions to rectify the situation. Jang-saeng
particularly is structured as an active agent in progressing the narratives
of the film; on performance, he walks on the rope to ‘chase’ after Gong-
gil and he plays the king’s role, off performance, he leads the namsadang
troupe, and he is the saviour of Gong-gil. Jang-saeng’s character shapes
him as a man who takes control of a situation and the use of medium
shots and wide shots provide a wide visual space for Jang-saeng’s
activities. The employment of such camera movements effectively
construct Jang-saeng masculinity as essentially the active one. The King
and the Clown (2005) maintains that subjectivity is reserved for men and
the perspective of Jang-saeng as a ‘masculine’ man with his tough
physical appearance, aggressive, violent, and leadership qualities help
construct Korean masculinity as a traditional (Western) notion of
masculinity.

155



Journal of Han Chiang College, Volume 7

In mainstream cinema, the task of re-establishing previous harmony
or the regaining of equilibrium usually lie with men, and in this film, it is
Jang-saeng. Jang-saeng possesses masculine authority when he is
compared to Gong-gil. Gong-gil has been signposted from the start as a
pretty boy. He is portrayed as the more flamboyant character through his
choice of colours for clothes such as green, orange, pink, and light purple,
both on and off performance. He expresses his emotion by crying
intensely compared to other male characters and he shows sympathy
towards the king when Gong-gil discovers the hidden impact left on the
king, who misses his mother. This is explained later throughout the film
that the king’s mother is poisoned to death.

The character Gong-gil exemplifies deviation from hegemonic
masculinity, or the term ‘marginalized masculinities’ as described by
Cheng (1999) to the non-conformers. According to Kimmel (2009),
masculine identity is born in the renunciation of femininity and not in the
direct affirmation of masculinity, and thus Gong-gil’s feminised aspects
of masculinity renders him as a sexual object just like women in the
dominant visual culture. The most typical example of sexual
objectification of Gong-gil is the scene where a customer undresses
Gong-gil and caresses his back until such act is disturbed by Jang-saeng.
They manage to flee to Hanyang and end up performing in the palace,
after repeated summons by the king to entertain him with puppet plays or
paper-cut in his private chamber. This raises the suspicion of Jang-saeng
of the adulterous relationship between Gong-gil and the king. The beauty
of Gong-gil attracts the attention of the king and the conflicts start
building. The objectification of Gong-gil in The King and the Clown
(2005), therefore, effectively asserts him as an inferior and/or passive
man that invokes the need of protection from Jang-saeng.

This is particularly done with the use of slow camera motion to
illustrate the beauty of Gong-gil, or more appropriately, the
objectification of Gong-gil who is to be looked at. Throughout the film,
Gong-gil is especially identified during his performance. In one scene,
Jang-saeng and his namsadang are ready for a Chinese opera
performance as requested by Cheo-seon (played by Jang Hang-Seon), the
king’s advisor, to play the death of the king’s mother. Jang-saeng tells
Gong-gil that they will leave the palace after they have finished the
performance. This scene is particularly structured with five performers
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getting ready in a static medium shot, with Jang-saeng and two other
performers facing the viewers, while Gong-gil and another performer
face the three of them. The shot then focuses on Jang-saeng, when Gong-
gil turns from his standing position to face Jang-saeng. At this juncture,
Gong-gil’s face is not yet revealed to the viewers except his flamboyant
costume and elaborate headgear. Gong-gil’s face is then shot on medium
close-up with a static camera movement for about three seconds,
emphasising the incredible beauty of Gong-gil as a female impersonator.
Such fragmentation of shots and the use of powerful colours via the
costumes are skilfully used to evoke an instant identification of Gong-gil
as a pretty man or ‘woman’ to be looked at.

Such stylistic camera movements like slow panning, tilting or close-
up shots are constantly utilised on Gong-gil in the film. Consequently, the
beauty of him is focused and reiterated and that sets him to be an object
which the viewers can identify with. Just like how Mulvey (1975)
demonstrates women as objects as males gaze and are then
“counterbalanced by the devaluation, punishment, or saving of the guilty
object” for their presence. The objectification of Gong-gil thus renders
him as a weak and passive man who requires protection or to be saved.
This is shown in the scene, where Jang-saeng is violently beaten up by
his manager because he has had enough of Gong-gil being abused. He
does not agree with such humiliation because they are men. He says;

“Don’t go, Gong-gil. There are things you shouldn’t sell!”

Jang-saeng’s statement is illustrative of the exercise of hegemonic
masculinity—traditional males are not supposed to be a commodity
because the male possess superiority and is seen as the doer.

In summary, with the construction of Gong-gil’s character through
both technical and symbolic elements as discussed above, he is structured
as a threat to the notion of masculinity and all women in The King and
the Clown (2005). This phenomenon questions a man’s beauty, which in
this film, is seen to be the source of all conflicts. The resolution is
achieved through the character of Jang-saeng, who serves to remind the
‘masculine’ nature of a man. Thus, Jang-saeng reclaims his lost
masculinity and dominance by manifesting his power on Gong-gil.
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Gong-gil’s victimisation, however, does not scale him down to be an
absolute weak man. His soft masculinity is empowered through narrative
and camera movements in the film. He is granted a place in The King and
the Clown (2005), not only through his beauty, but also through his
mannerism. A soft man like him, in this study, is positively portrayed. He
is a literate; he can write and Jang-saeng learns (or rather imitates) Gong-
gil’s writing. As Jung (2011) explains, soft masculinity is a transcultural
amalgamation of South Korea’s traditional seonbi masculinity (the
scholar, wen masculinity), Japan’s pretty boy masculinity and the
metrosexual masculinity. Thus, by definition, Gong-gil can be interpreted
as embodying the wen masculinity, which is viewed as equal as the hard
masculinity in the eyes of the non-Western paradigm of masculinity
(Louie, 2002).

Through camera movement, Gong-gil’s soft masculinity is
sometimes not perceived as a degrading attribute. His kindness attracts
the king (initially it is his beauty that impresses the king), he understands
the reasons that shape the king’s behaviours and his kindness and
understanding are something rare for the king as the king’s decisions are
always objected by other ministers. This is shown in the scene, where the
king tears and Gong-gil touches the tear with his hand. The slow zoom-in
epitomises the sympathy of Gong-gil towards the king.

The diversity of men roles and behaviours questions the cultural
construction of masculine attributes and the instability of the socially
defined masculinity is exemplified by Hanke (1998), where he states that
“masculine identity becomes impossible to define apart from its
relationship to femininity and its articulation to sexualities, class, and
race”. By analysing the underpinning ideological effects of texts which
then serve to explain the characteristics of Gong-gil and Jang-saeng in
The King and the Clown (2005), this article makes visible explanations
that hegemonic masculinity still exert its power, rendering men to
succumb and to conform to the ideology of hegemonic masculinity—*the
general idea of assumptions and beliefs about masculinity that have
become common sense, that may be uncritically absorbed or
spontaneously consented to, but that are presumed to have an imperative
character in shaping consciousness, norms of conduct, affect, or desire”
(Hanke, 1998). Thus, this film illustrates variations of masculinity and the
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way men conform to, negotiate and resist gender segmentation in the
realm of cinema.

THE PRETTY GONG-GIL: A CAPITALIST TRAP

As shown in the film, Gong-gil is from a proletariat social class but
he stands out among other male characters in The King and the Clown
(2005) due to his delicate and pretty features. He is designed as a tidy-
looking man, with his hair neatly combed, and his eyebrows nicely
shaped. His appearance is clean looking compared to Jang-saeng and
other namsadang performers who are shabbily dressed and unkempt.
Given his class status, such a design is totally illogical. However, his
neat-looking appearance is left under scrutiny, due to the symbolic and
technical elements, which work to emphasise on his role as a female
impersonator and to highlight his beauty.

As this artcile has pointed out, Gong-gil is placed in a situation
where his soft masculinity resists and conforms to the forces of
hegemonic masculinity at the same time. However, the latter situation
comes with a stronger impact due to the way the narrative is structured
which eventually upholds the traditional masculine roles and behaviours.
Therefore, this study has come to a conclusion that the pretty Gong-gil,
whether he is interpreted as consuming soft masculinity, or
homosexuality, or merely a physically defined pretty boy/metrosexual, is
victimised under the entire capitalist system, with the palace as the
symbolic.

His beauty is taken for granted by the customer and the king. He is
prostituted to the rich customer and is assumed by Jang-saeng to have a
sexual relationship with the king. His beauty brings jealousy to Nok-su
and her power and attention can only be retrieved through the
exploitation of Gong-gil, the “feminine” other. This is shown in a scene,
where Nok-su sets Gong-gil up for the writings of flyers that are
circulated and criticises the king’s behaviour, in hopes of wiping off
Gong-gil and to regain the king’s attention.

Gong-gil’s beauty is victimised and subscribed to the king’s order—
the absolute top in the hierarchy of Korean society. He is punished for his
beauty, for he is just a street performer. His beauty makes him guilty for
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all the brutal and violent acts on the victims, but he has no say since such
actions by the king is legitimated by his absolute status as the ruler of the
nation. This questions if metrosexuals too are victimised under the
capitalist consumerist ideology.

The Hallyu (Korean Wave) has penetrated itself into a wider global
culture, especially among the Asians. According to Choe (2001) there is a
rise of popularity and demands by the ‘Korea tribes’, those who
“aggressively adopt and emulat Korean lifestyles ranging from fashion,
food, and consumption patterns, to even plastic surgery” (as cited in Cho,
2005, p. 152). Edward Luttwak opinionates that the popularity of Hallyu
is “a victory of commercial capitalism which creates products that satisfy
the taste of the masses” (as cited in Jung, 2011:76). The impact of Hallyu
is characterised by its mugukjeok (non-nationality) nature that is easily
accepted by other cultures for its “transcultural hybridity...which is not
only influenced by odorless global elements, but also by traditional
(national) elements” (Jung, 2011).

Drawing upon such analysis, this study demonstrates that the
cultural phenomenon of metrosexuality, or the I-want-to-be-pretty-too
syndrome are especially subjected to capitalism. It is by nature that
humans want to look good, and such psychological state falls to the trick
of the consumerist ideology, which encourages the buying of products
such as fashion and make-up. Though the metrosexual phenomenon is yet
to be solidified and studied to form a more mature understanding towards
metrosexuals, many scholars (Denk, 2009; Hall et al., 2012a; Harrison,
2008; Jung, 2011) have come to a consensus that commodity capitalism
is the ultimate factor that drives such changes of the concept of
masculinity from the conventional masculine activities to metrosexuality.
Such significant social changes are argued by Harrison (2008) to
illustrate the capitalist ideology that works to keep the consumer culture
alive and well. This poses a question of whether being pretty is a
biological and psychological nature in humanity, or being pretty is the
demand of society and hence, constructs the ideology that “being pretty is
good”. The latter seems to confirm this thesis as shown in the work of
Holliday and Elfving-Hwang (2012). As the scholars argue that the use of
statistics to show the number of people participating in aesthetic surgery
in South Korea are unconvincing and unreliable due to the lack of official
recording and the many ‘hidden’ underground surgery, they state that
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“the numbers seem significant” even though the data are badly regulated
(Holliday & Elfving-Hwang, 2012).

They have shown that aesthetic surgery is no more confined to only
women, but there is an increase in participation by men since the late
1990s, especially young men in their twenties. Those men desire a
‘softer’ image, which includes a less angular jaw, double-eyelids and a
prominent nose tip, whilst augmenting pectoral and bicep muscles to give
their bodies ‘definition’ (Ibid.). It is illustrated in their study as well that,
most people do not object to aesthetic surgery if money is not an obstacle.
The painful process of a surgery is turned down and is often romanticised
by successful ‘natural’ surgery that leaves no marks, marking a clear sign
of middle-class status (Holliday & Elfving-Hwang, 2012).

Therefore, it makes perfect sense that the character of Gong-gil as a
pretty boy is created and structured in this way, given the background of
capitalism and its ideologies. His beauty is rationalised by the narrative
which sets Gong-gil as a female impersonator. Gong-gil’s body has thus
been a site of commodity that is taken for granted; his beauty produces
visibility that attracts the king, and by extension, the male viewers. The
consumption of a male’s body is evidenced in contemporary high rates of
aesthetic surgery by men in South Korea. On top of that, this study
contributes to the idea that men who possess buying power are a
reflective indicator that they are at a higher rank than those who do not.
Clearly such a phenomenon once again demonstrates that hegemonic
masculinity still plays a significant role in the (re)construction of
masculine identity.

As Harrison (2008) writes eloquently;

“...metrosexuality is not diametrically opposed to
traditional masculinity...but is merely one aspect of the
complex, multi-faceted, and continually changing face of
gender that feeds the beliefs and behaviours around
body, image, fashion, and style that are exhibited by both
men and women”.

Therefore, by analysing the underpinning ideological effects of the
emergence of pretty boy/metrosexuality as exemplified by the character
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of Gong-gil in The King and the Clown, this analysis makes visible
explanation that the portrayal of pretty boy exerts the power of
capitalism, rendering soft masculinity to succumb and to conform to the
ideology of commaodity fetishism in shaping unconsciousness and desire
for commercialised products. Thus, this film illustrates variation of
masculinities in order to conform, negotiate or resist binary opposition
logic of gender ideology, and also the institutionalisation of consumerism
within the realm of cinema.

CONCLUSION

The character of Gong-gil plays down the static gender binary that
dominates the construction of masculine and feminine behaviours—those
discourses that are deemed desirable for men and women. His soft
masculinity counters the hegemonic masculinity and his soft masculinity
is appreciated as the wen masculinity in the context of Chinese
masculinity, and by extension, the Eastern template of masculinity. He is
as manly as the macho male model (Louie, 2002), and while his character
is being subverted in this fashion, hegemonic masculinity is challenged as
well by the use of camera movements and narrative structures. Gong-gil
is portrayed in a positive light. His soft masculinity dominates the
narrative. He reverses his gaze to the king (textually) and he is granted a
position in the palace (materially). Whether Gong-gil’s soft masculinity is
associated with homosexuality or not, he provides an expression and
construction that differs from the predominant and the particular ways of
social formations that clearly distinguish the norms of what and how a
man and woman should be. It is these variations that the queer theory
tries to embrace without naturalising only a particular form of sexuality
and gender behaviour that have seen the notion of masculinity as a
problematic and fragile one. This study has also demonstrated that the
performance of gender should not necessary be based on an essentialist
sex identity, although most people succumb to the biological
determination of how one’s behaviour should and must be.

However, the film reasserts the traditional concepts of masculinity
and attests that hegemonic masculinity still wields its power “even in
situations where men are ostensibly taking up feminised positions and
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practices” (Hall et al., 2012a). The constrictive bipolar categorisations
between masculinity and femininity, as well as between heterosexuality
and homosexuality, are maintained and men constantly (re)possess
masculine authority by competing and establishing differences from each
other. In The King and the Clown (2005), the masculinisation or
hegemonic masculinity is generated again by discourses; the resolution of
the film has seen the character of Jang-saeng, the one with hard-core
masculinity, to rectify the situation and to put an end to the chaos. The
distinct ‘male’ behaviours are institutionalised by Confucianism and the
construction of Gong-gil as the passive male and an object to be looked at
throughout the narrative, have defined Gong-gil as a weak character that
needs protection, rather than seeing him in a positive manner. His image
is rationalised for he is a female impersonator, thus further romanticising
his body within the discourses of masculinity. Albeit the film premises on
the recognition of multiple masculinities, hegemonic masculinity
validates its functions through the invisible stitch of narrative which
punish the minorities, and set the ‘masculine man’ as the ideal one. The
cultural ideals of the masculine behaviours are perpetuated in such
fashion, and such ideology undermines the others, such as African
Americans, Latinos (Hispanic Americans), Asian Americans, Native
Americans, homosexuals, the elderly, non-Christians, working-class, and
the poor (Cheng, 1999).

Through analysis of the portrayal of Gong-gil, the notion of
metrosexuality has been associated with the building of an ideal body
image which is of utmost importance for an urban, middle-class and
metrosexual subject, as introduced by Simpson in 2002 and further
echoed by Benshoff and Griffin in 2009. More importantly, as argued by
Jung in 2011, the very notion of metrosexuality is to cultivate an “active
consumption of updated fashions and aesthetic styles”, of which the genre
of this traditional costume drama may not be quite relevant to, but the
portrayal of the pretty boy has helped demonstrate the conception of
metrosexuality in two levels. First it can be seen as a newly created
progressive signifier that questions the arbitrary relationship between the
consumer and female subjectivity. Second, the pretty boy is used to
naturalise or reinforce the lifestyles of consumerist societies with the
production of desire and the new urban identity, namely metrosexuality,
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which embeds the ideological position of selling ‘prettiness’ as
commodification of masculinity.
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The Graduate:
The Sequel and Implications

Dr P.S. Yeoh®

Abstract: The job market is flooded with university graduates these days
and this has resulted in employers’ playing field, where they get to shop
around for the top and best person to fill a role. Gone were the days when
a university graduate is highly looked upon due to his qualifications. The
degree inflation phenomenon that infiltrates the job market requires
applicants to hold certain qualifications for many job positions, a
situation that was non-existent previously. Graduates are pushed to seek
better qualifications to stand out above the rest. From education abroad to
double or even triple degrees, the paper qualification is given so much
weight that sometimes graduates fail to realise that employers look for
more than what is written on the paper. This study looks at how graduates
need to improve on other living skills to become more marketable, what
institutions can do to prepare students for the working environment and
the growth of Malaysia’s industries in relation to what the future needs in
graduates.

INTRODUCTION

Back in 1967, Dustin Hoffman starred in The Graduate as a fresh
graduate without purposeful aims in life. After a complex and unpalatable
social relationship, the graduate ended up equally uncertain in and about
life itself. Another movie, The Paper Chase in the early 1970s tells how a
student at the prestigious Harvard Law School struggled to ace his
contract law module but ended up not interested in his grade after a
tedious process suggesting uncertainties even for elite tertiary-level
students. Then in 1997, Scott Adam’s triumphant book Thriving on
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Stupidity in the 21% Century talked not on silly stuff but serious reading
of technology and other economic trends so as to be not as clueless as
your competitors. Thus, while the said movies dwell on the struggles of
students on career choices and challenges posed by uncertainties in life,
Adam’s book underlined the immutable principles of stupidity and
selfishness in human nature and suggests in response the benefits of
purposeful scanning of the future for better life. The said movies and the
said books suggest by analogy why those without aims as well as those
without properly constructed aims would probably falter.

Back in the late 1960s Penang lost its free port status but managed
despite facing unchartered waters to develop into a relatively thriving
entrepot. Indeed, by the early 1990s, Penang’s growth rates outpaced the
national average. But about a decade later, the state was languishing in
economic uncertainty again as it had to face competitive challenges from
the Multimedia Super Corridor in Selangor, while Penang Port was
outdone by the ports in Selangor, Johore and Sarawak. Penang’s narrow
industrial base of relying mostly on electronics added further pressures to
the state’s economy with its ups and downs and the relocations of
significant numbers of foreign-owned factories to China and elsewhere
because of rising cost pressures. Fortunately for Penang, the US,
European, and Japanese multinationals who were here relatively longer
continued to put their faiths in the long-term competitive sustainability of
the state including the strategic need of not placing all their important
supply chain resources in politically sensitive or risky locations despite
cost attractiveness. Almost all did not relocate but instead put further
strategic investments. This together with more vigorous indigenous
efforts in the tourism and trade development sectors enabled the state to
regain and sustain its growth path.

For Penang, which thrives on trade, manufacturing, and business
support services with global dimensions, the economic challenges are far
from over especially following the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis (AFC)
and the more current 2007 Global Financial Crisis (GFC). The fractured
and bruised global economy recovered moderately over the next five
years but is now expected to face further headwinds from political
turmoil in the Middle East and skirmishes of sorts in the Balkan
peninsular; and equally important, economic challenges from changes in
US and EU monetary and other policies. Malaysia and probably more so
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Penang would need to do battle again with these newly emerging
challenges.

The state claims to have achieved some progress in the
diversification of its economic base with significant leanings towards
medical devices manufacturing and so on as well as the launch and
acceleration into new higher value-adding and hence higher income
business support services. The state also hopes through this to help the
country get out of the Middle Income Trap (MIT) more quickly. A key
constraint has been the insufficiency of more knowledge-based
businesses and the lack of innovations. But, these require higher-skill
labour and more sophisticated talents which the country appears not to be
providing adequately despite immense expansion of the public and
private tertiary education sector. It also seems that where Malaysia is
concerned, it is both a quantity and quality issue in critical disciplines like
engineering, finance, information communication and technology (ICT),
and in the other applied sciences. This is ergo more than a Pulau Pinang
issue where the state along with others are grappling with seriously and
earnestly.

Malaysia’s economy for now is holding its own and performing
reasonably well relative to its neighbours and even the rest of the world
but needs to do more to get out of the MIT. Malaysia is argued to be in
the MIT because it can no longer compete cost wise with other emerging
economies but simultaneously unable to compete with advanced
economies owing to the inadequacies of its technology-base as well as the
lack of business innovations; and as a consequence unable to ‘catch-up’
with various benchmarked economies.

Some years back, Singapore, its closest neighbour as well as other
East Asian economic powerhouses like Taiwan, South Korea and Hong
Kong were of equivalent economic standing as Malaysia. They managed
amidst serious economic challenges to surge past the MIT through
vibrant and pragmatic macro-economic and related policies and in
particular from technology and/or business innovations. From then on,
they never looked back despite facing problems posed by the AFC and
the subsequent GFC proving largely the sustainability of their economic
fundamentals and the resilience of their economies. One of the key
ingredients for their success is the persistent presence of skilled
manpower and the innovations these helped to propel. This is the product
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of their tertiary education system while Singapore additionally relies on
imported talents. Talent mobility increasingly has become a formidable
challenge in terms of its brain drain impact. This is not confined to low
and middle income economies but also high income economies as the
competition for talents gathers momentum across the world and as each
economy aspires to surge competitively ahead.

Malaysia equally weathered well both these crises but somehow
does not yet have sufficient momentum to lift past the MIT. Aside from
other factors, a key constraint bothering the Malaysian economy is the
lack of a strong technology-base and extensive innovations; while a key
constraint for this is skilled and semiskilled manpower insufficiency.
Given respectable output of graduates from domestic public and private
tertiaries and the envisaged further expansion of this tertiary-educated
manpower resources over the next decade, the country together with the
implementation of other appropriate and bold economic policies could be
in a good position to elevate to high income economic status. But, the
emerging problems posed by the troubling high graduate unemployment
rate as well as those posed by the migration of some 300,000 over
Malaysian talents across the world suggest something more needs to be
done to enable the tertiary-educated manpower to contribute its part
towards the national agenda of becoming a high income economy. This
respectively could be visualised as the ‘graduate employability’ and
‘brain drain’ challenges faced by the country and are in urgent need of
resolutions.

Brain drain poses economic challenges. A country losing talents
suffer economically from brain drain in terms of innovation opportunity
loss as in Malaysia’s case, but gains in remittance terms as exemplified
by the Philippines. Those gaining talents enjoy the fruits of brain gain in
terms of innovation gains as in the case of Singapore and other advanced
economies but suffers from remittance loss. Much depends on whether a
country chooses to rely on the economic contributions from brains gain or
from remittances. Countries generally deal with this challenge via
expanded production of more relevant tertiary educated manpower while
creating positive conditions to attract more imported talents and retain
indigenous talents. This paper examines the case for the generation of
more relevant tertiary-level manpower in Malaysia to hopefully match
with the complex and discerning demands of businesses as they evolve to
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compete globally. This paper to be more precise would examine what the
work places expect from a 21st century graduate, but will not cover
postgraduate studies as the latter is expected to fall in line if the latter
works. The investigation relies on primary data from hard and soft laws
and secondary data from the public domain as well as anecdotal
evidences.

THE MALAYSIAN TERTIARY EDUCATION SYSTEM

Consequent upon the adoption of a new national economic
development regime in 1971, the Malaysian tertiary education system
became driven by a stress on the equalisation of opportunities and
outcomes for the country’s majority. Due to this enrolment challenge,
many minorities especially those with relatively better financial means
enrolled in the UK, Australia, New Zealand, and others in the US. The
large increase in fees charged in the 1980s aggravated the situation for
them all. However, a little respite came about in the late 1980s and
accelerated in the 1990s with the expansion of existing public universities
and the setting up of new public universities and private twinning
colleges. The bigger momentum, however, came from the privatisation of
higher education via the enactment of the Private Higher Educational
Institutional Act (PHEIA) in 1996. Indeed, by 2005 some 731,968
students were enrolled in tertiary education institutions in
Malaysia.Indeed, according to statistics from the 9" Malaysia Plan,
enrolment in tertiary education institutions in the country rose from
313,374 to 853,590 for public tertiary institutions; while that for the
private sector rose from 261,047 to 472,750. Aggregate enrolment in
tertiary institutions therefore expanded by more than 23% annually. This
is commendable by comparison for the same period Singapore expanded
by some 15% annually as seen from Singapore’s Education Statistics
Digest 2013. Still, in relative terms and especially for the younger
population at the degree level, student enrolment in 2010 stood at around
12%. This pales in comparison to over 40% in 2012 for the UK as
reported by Eurostat and 42% in 2011 for the US as reported by the US
National Center for Education Statistics.
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The 2010 National Higher Education Strategic Plan in fact in view
of the country’s economic growth strategy stressed the need for 1.6
million places in tertiary institutions but the numbers would be higher
when taking into account Malaysia’s commitment for its lifelong learning
national agenda and the loss of talented Malaysian manpower of some
335,000 from the impact of brain drain. This need could be further
considerably enlarged with the implementation of the country’s
Economic Transformation Programme (ETP) and the Government
Transformation Programme (GTP) commencing from late 2012 to take
Malaysia out of the Middle Income Trap and into a high income economy
with average annual per capita income ofUS$15,000. This national
aspiration arising from Vision 2020 requires amongst others much needed
skilled and semi-skilled manpower with much of this to come from
tertiary institutions in the country. This as alluded to earlier is also needed
to cover the ‘gap’ caused by the indigenous talent migration of which
50% are tertiary-educated. Governmental plans including the aspiration to
make the country a regional educational hub would also imply a further
stress on the enrolment capacities of tertiary institutions in the country.
Despite these pressure points, the number of graduates available locally
has not been harmfully diminished.

The Education National Key Economic Area (NKEA) conceding
perception and capacity issues in public universities focuses on
accelerating growth in the private education sector. The thirteen
education transformation initiatives (from rapid scale-up initiatives,
concentration and specialisation initiatives, and demand generation
initiatives) would see investments aggregating some RM19.86 billion of
which only 6% would be accounted by new public funding. This private-
sector led and government facilitated approach would also see the
education sector contributing gross national income of RM60.7 billion by
2020. Malaysia is not alone in aspiring to be a regional education hub as
Singapore, Thailand, and lately China are making the same pitch. The
country, nonetheless, with more than three decades of experience enjoys
a competitive edge in terms of cost and reputation given the vast numbers
of foreign students already enrolled here as well as the stellar
achievements of its private education players in the region and for some
even globally.
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Apparently, the not so impressive global rankings of the country’s
public tertiary institutions have not dented the progress and achievements
of private tertiary institutions here. University rankings done by whatever
quarters are influenced by teaching standards, research standards, foreign
student participation rates, institutional governance and so on. These
employed criteria while controversial are followed closely by
governments, educators and students across the world. World-class
research output apparently carries a lot of weight where university
rankings are concerned. But this is increasingly challenged by others
viewing the purpose of universities from a teaching perspective. For
instance, elite universities in the US, UK, and indeed elsewhere where
‘star’ professors contribute immense world quality research but not
necessarily excellent teaching managed to hang on to their high rankings
on this and other related counts such as the one/two staff student tutorial
ratio. The UK and elsewhere responded to this issue a few years ago by
requiring its teaching staff to undergo and pass a postgraduate teaching
certificate (PG Certificate) before confirmation as a teaching academic.
So, when talking about the quality of graduates produced by any
institution this might need to be taken into account as effective teaching
is probably likely to facilitate a faster gainful employment of tertiary-
educated individuals.

GRADUATES FROM WITHIN

The eagerness and enthusiasms to produce that many graduates
locally is not without its toll. In this connection, the academic reputation
of public tertiary institutions are impacted more than those from the
private sector. The latter may have benefited from their collaborations
with various overseas institutions, and in fact the former probably
because of this has increasingly also initiated various kinds of
collaborative programmes with highly reputable overseas universities.
Still, in the meantime there are some disagreements between education
officials over the extent of quality erosion. The academic community
itself is divided over this matter. The issue of quality graduates is both
emotive and elusive. In practice, quality here as in even advanced
economies is generally perceived in terms of the proportion of graduates
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with high academic scores, the speed of graduate employment and
business feedback on graduate performance. Elite overseas universities
tend to score high in all three and other counts, but this have been
challenged by allegations over grade inflation for funding and various
purposes. Local graduate output especially from public tertiaries appears
to be stymied by extensive and long periods of graduate unemployment
and negative feedback from the business sector and in particular from
multinationals operating in the country. The alleged weak academic
standards is said to result from high student-lecturer ratio, insufficient
faculties with appropriate academic standards, controversial enrolment
system, flawed teaching staff skills, uninspiring working environment
aggravated by inadequate incentives, disjointed quality assurance system,
governance and financing weaknesses affecting greater university
autonomy and stronger accountability, and disjointed research and
innovation with poor university-industry-state linkages (meaning the
wrong-side of the Triple-Helix effect). The government responded at
least for the fast-growing private tertiary sector with the setting up of the
National Accreditation Board (NAB) under the 1996 Accreditation Board
Act. This empowers the NAB to formulate policies on standards for and
criteria for quality assurance and to advise the Ministry of Higher
Education on accreditation of programmes. Hopefully through this and
other measures the quality of domestically produced graduates would
improve soonest possible.

In the meantime, it is by no accident that the country’s more
successful government-linked companies’ (GLOs) higher management
echelons are staffed by Malaysians mostly with qualifications from
overseas elite tertiaries; while significant numbers of graduates especially
from the public tertiaries stay unemployed. The government to remedy
this for its part has launched various initiatives with the private sector to
help mitigate Graduate Unemployment Problem (GUP) in the country.
This is perplexing when the country is seeking more skilled labour for the
many ETPs now going on and worrying over the migration of significant
Malaysian talents alluded to earlier. Graduate unemployment stood at
59,000 with 30,000 working in jobs not commensurate with their
qualifications according to a 2005 census carried out by the National
Economic Action Council in collaboration with the then Department of
Human Manpower. The Star Online on 27 July 2013 cited an Education
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Ministry official mentioning that between 30% and 40% of graduates
from public university have no jobs after completing education or are
engaged in areas that do not commensurate with what they have studied.
This, depending on the source of conversation, is attributed to the lack
communication skills, not having sufficiency and competency in the jobs
applied, bad work attitudes and unrealistic pay demands. To resolve this
problem, Budget 2013 proposed the setting up of a Graduate
Employability Taskforce with an allocation of RM200 million, aside
from the allocation of RM440 million for the Skills Development Fund
Corporations, RM50 million for the setting up of the New Entrepreneur
Foundation to assist ICT entrepreneurs, and a further RM50 million from
the SME Bank to be handed out as soft loans to jobless youths. Bottom
line, this appears to be more of the underlying mismatch between the
needs of business and industries and the kind of graduate output from
tertiaries in the country. The public tertiaries appear to be not producing
the kind of graduates needed by employers particularly in the private
sector. Private tertiaries because of the need to sustain or expand their
student clientele base tend therefore to put more efforts in making their
graduates more employable via their ‘industry-ready’ graduates’ motto.
The public tertiaries and to a relatively lesser extent, the private
tertiaries and their lecturers, policymakers and undergraduates might
therefore need to work together in tandem to quickly resolve the GUP.
This is all about employability skills which advanced economies have
earlier grappled with varying degree of success. This phenomenon has
been identified in different advanced economies as critical enabling
skills, transferable skills, essential skills, core skills, key skills, common
skills, workplace know-how, necessary skills, and so on. There is
nonetheless a gradual convergence towards the core constituents of those
skills which encompass capability and competency, values, dispositions,
and attitudes in response to the key concerns of various higher education
stakeholders. By extension, they also refer to learner-centred pedagogies,
engaged citizenry, core key competencies for work participation, lifelong
learning and autonomy, and the general preparation to face various
employment uncertainties. Until lately, most universities do not embed or
make explicit reference to such generic graduate skills in their assessment
policies. Further development of the employability skills’ notion recently
suggests the concept of linking personal development to the professions
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and the wider community. Employability has been further referred to as
basic skills required for securing, maintaining and outperforming an
employment, and are argued as the composite of personal qualities like
self-confidence and various social skills, higher order thinking skills like
reasoning, creative thinking and problem solving, and basic academic
skills like communication and listening, reading and writing, and
quantitative skills, and a basic appreciation of the arts, humanities, and
the sciences. These are essentially the foundation skills upon which job-
specific skills are developed.

The general absence of respectable developed standards of
achievement for such skills and the continuing development of the
concept as evidenced by the proliferation of varying terms in extant
literature present a challenge for educators and policymakers as they
struggle to make a better take of this still evolving concept. For instance,
problems arise with the inclusion of complex notions like sustainability
and ethics or the need to inculcate cross-cultural capability and global
perspectives now increasingly seen as essential generic graduate skills.
Indeed, this becomes more evident when dealing with best practice
design activities (as currently implemented by the Malaysian Higher
Education Authority) for promoting employability skills. Such
developments impose immense difficulties when assessments of these
skills are called for. Some argue that the issue of employability skills
assessment challenge in essence constitutes part of the bigger yet
unresolved controversy over the aims of university education and in
particular over how to develop tertiary-educated employable individuals
capable of contributing to the wider community. At a recent public
discussion, it was pointed out that following the philosophical
underpinning of education in the country, it is unfair to make especially
public tertiaries entirely responsible for producing graduates who are able
to hit the ground running shortly upon graduation and that particular
skills training centres and related others should shoulder more of this
responsibility. This contrasts with private tertiaries in the country where
most compete on their competitive ability to generate ‘industry-ready’
graduates. Private tertiaries seems to be clear about their agenda to
recognise the skills and abilities sought after by the global economy and
respond by producing the right type of knowledge work force. Thus far,
they appear to be heading in the right direction. For public tertiaries they
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might need to revisit the aims of higher education. This questions
whether the prioritisation should be on the concerns for personal
development, intellectual development and relating to the social world; or
working in alignment with national economic needs thereby emphasising
the university’s role in preparing for employability, civic responsibility,
and lifelong learning to meet the pressures of globalisation. These are not
irreconcilable aims but can be nicely aligned when the preparation for
employability is perceived as assisting learners to manage the working
environment rather than moulding learners to match it.

Leaving the above controversies aside for the moment, students
must also learn to appreciate the linkage between what they do in class, in
sports, and other extra-mural activities; and the working environment
whether in business, the public sector, the non-governmental sectors, and
these days the increasingly popular social entrepreneurial sector among
the young. Graduates of any discipline therefore crucially require these
skills. Students should also appreciate that the notion of employability
cuts horizontally across all businesses and vertically across all job levels.
Importantly, policymakers and educators must also appreciate
employability from the employers’ perspective. The latter places
priorities on attitudes, knowledge, and skills fundamental to the readiness
of students commencing work soon after graduation. This paper to
facilitate discussions on the phenomenon adopts the definition employed
by the Ministry of Education Malaysia (MEM). The MEM views
graduate employability as the skills, understandings and personal
attributes enabling graduates more likely to achieve employment and be
effective in their selected occupation thereby benefiting themselves, the
labour force, the community and the economy. MEM’s graduate
employment blueprint (GEB) to prepare students for employability
integrates three core components. These refer to higher education
qualifications and employability to enhance the country’s stock of human
capital, ensuring employability by providing the appropriate labour force
to match economic needs with the right competencies, and sustaining
employability by producing employable graduates within the evolving
competency landscape. Extending from these, the GEB seeks to ensure
that the relevant employability soft skills attributes and the appropriate
core functional competencies are embedded within the indigenous tertiary
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institutions’ academic programmes. The Generic Student Attributes
(GSA) are as follows:

a. Academic attributes (academic performance, good degree
classification, college experiences, and job knowledge on
discipline of study)

b. Personality = management attributes  (positive  attitude,
responsibility, adaptability, and leadership)

c. Exploration attributes (innovativeness, imaginations, and critical
and creative thinking)

d. Connectivity attributes (communication, technology integration,
team-work, and commercial awareness)

The GEB seeks to ensure that students going through the country’s
education system would be equipped with knowledge, critical thinking
skills, leadership skills, bilingual proficiencies, ethics and spirituality, and
above all a strong sense of national identity. Further, where employability
skills are particularly concerned, the GEB mentions hard skills (like
literacy, time management, research and computer skills) and soft skills
(like team working skills, presentation skills, decision-making skills, and
communication skills). The Ministry of Higher Education (MOHE) has
also identified employability development approaches put in play in
Malaysian tertiaries. Amongst others, these include work-integrated
learning, campus extra-mural activities, non-academic personality and
professional development programmes, academic programmes like
learning skills and language support, standalone specific courses and the
embedded subject approach. Overall, the GEB has developed a very
comprehensive approach involving the alignment, development,
performance and monitoring of various programmes dedicated towards
graduate employability challenges. Towards this end, the MOHE
collaborates with employers, other related agencies like TalentCorp and
relevant government-linked companies (GLCs). Such programmes
include sector focused career fairs, industry dialogues, various upskilling
programmes, competitions like the ASEAN cross border simulated stock
trading competition, structured internship programmes, graduate
employability management schemes and student semester break events as
exemplified in the engineering bootcamp and the corporate exploration
programmes. If anything, the GEB has won support at the international
level via recognition at UNESCO’s 37" General Assembly. Continuous
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monitoring of GEB and its various programmes would tell to what extent
this has helped to enhance graduate employability and whether further
adjustments are necessary.

At the international level, expectations of graduate employability
skills appear to be converging towards high performance activities,
digital tools thinking and applications, creative thinking and effective
communications. The amassing of these skills would enable graduates to
communicate and work productively with others across different cultures
and perspectives to foster innovations. They would also be able to adapt
and operate flexibly in ambiguous and fast-changing situations. While
collaborating to achieve such common objectives, graduates would also
be able to demonstrate leadership skills, social responsibility, ethical
behaviour and integrity including initiatives and self-direction and
controls.

At the global level, graduating students need to confidently face
competition especially those from elite tertiaries. For instance, the Russell
Group of universities in the UK and the Ivy-League in the US dominate
research grants and contract income, putting them at the cutting edge of
research, new discoveries and innovations. This particularly benefits both
first-level degrees students as well as those doing research and which
helps to enhance their employability. The teaching and research standards
at these elite universities produce a branding advantage for their
graduates in the market place. Harvard College for instance tells the
market that the Harvard brand ensures at least eight minimum core
features. Namely, these refer to aesthetic and interpretative
understanding, cultures and beliefs, empirical and mathematical
reasoning, ethical reasoning, the science of living systems, the science of
the physical universe, societies of the world and the US in the world.
Oxford provides a learning environment where intellectual and personal
development is fostered within a stimulating multidisciplinary academic
community. It gives attention to employability skills of its graduates
saying that these are secured through the academic and extra-mural
activities at its campuses, but in particular, its famed but expensive one-
to-one tutorial system which arguably is among the best in the world.
Oxford’s holistic approach for learning is underpinned by the
constructive alignment of its teaching methods, assessment and learning
objectives, and in particular the notion of alignment with focus on the
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qualitative variation in student learning including an awareness of
conceptions of learning being employed in the design of teaching
incorporating the motivation and perception elements.

Aside from such employability skills, these elite universities also
therefore provide brand advantage for their students. This commentator
recalls top ranked bank recruiters in the campuses of these elite
universities telling him specific disciplines matter relatively less than
superior brand reputation. In their business, trust comes from association
with the elites. This is powerfully demonstrated in how Madoff used this
to develop his fraudulent hedge fund business with disastrous financial
consequences for investors. Their clientele-base prefers dealing with
executives and managers with elite university qualifications and are less
concerned about whether their specialisations are in Latin or whatever. In
fact, this commentator recalls acquainting with a father and son
investment bankers with such disciplines from the Ox-bridge community.
Whether and to what extent reputation capital has been compromised is
very controversial prompting even members of some inquiry
commissions on the origins of the 2007 global financial crisis to ask what
such graduates really learn in such elite universities. Some have remarked
that the learning environment there may have drifted or gone awry for
various reasons not least perhaps by the chase for glory and wealth.

Given the vast and diverse opportunities in the increasingly global
job markets, these elite universities may not necessarily enjoy a
stranglehold as much also depends on the other dimensions of
employability. It may come as a surprise to many that graduates from
Aston University, a non-Russell in the UK for instance, enjoys relatively
better employability than say those from many in the elite grouping. The
focus on all key aspects of employability could therefore make the
difference rather than on branding alone but the latter impact must be
conceded for its generally influence. In Malaysia, a key employer
concern relates to weaknesses in English communication skills among
locally produced graduates. Given increasing attention on this matter by
Malaysian tertiaries especially via the increasing studying of English for
Occupation (EOP) among undergraduates here, this would probably be
gradually resolved.

Policymakers, tertiaries, and academics may also need to recognise
the current mismatch between employer needs and expectations and the
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available skill mix of human capital in this country. The problems posed
by dualisms for instance between the humanities and the sciences, and
between teachings and research need a revisit to take into account the
country’s economic transformation aspirations. Pertaining to the former,
the trend is towards science and technology as well as in the direction of
banking and financial services and business support services like supply
chain management particularly in private tertiaries while public tertiaries
are also giving these increasing focus. Over time, this development
should reduce the industry-university mismatch problem. The latter issue
comes with increasing anxieties for the public tertiaries in particular as
they struggle to up their world rankings which stress a lot on research
output. However, this is not really an either this or that issue. They can
and ought to continually upgrade their research outputs but also put some
reasonable and proportionate attention on teaching standards (in terms of
student-lecturer ratio and so on) and also with some focus on
employability skills. These are not mutually exclusive options. Where
employability skills development is concerned, the public tertiaries are
not alone. Other stakeholders are also now increasingly engaged with the
issue.

Finally, these are exciting times for tertiary-educated students in this
country with the implementation of various mammoth projects under the
ETPs and the GTPs. These require skills and knowledge-intensive labour
force. This is nicely reflected by the huge expansion of the oil and gas
sector and the transformed business support services sector now driven
by the global digital economy. The latter in particular requires lots of
knowledge-intensive work force from a diverse range of disciplines. The
Federal government and Penang state for instance are making a strong
pitch for its quick development and expansion. Sandwiched between
other low-cost emerging economies and high-value competitors are high-
income economies in some segments of the sector. The country wisely
plans to niche in sub-sectors where the national economic resources enjoy
superior and strategic advantages. In this connection, six entry points
projects have been targeted with some RM33 billion of which only 9%
comes from the public sector. Though at an evolving stage, Penang state
for instance has progressed reasonably well in shared services and
outsourcing stretching from the simpler transaction processing to the
more skill-demanding realm of consulting and business analytics. The
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country and significantly Penang has varying degree of competitive
success in information technology outsourcing (represented by HP and
IBM), knowledge processing outsourcing (represented by Strand
Aerospace and Frost and Sullivan), and business process outsourcing
(represented by BPO and Shell). There are now no less than 287 such
global leaders operating in the country etching aggregate revenues of
some RM10.5 billion while more is expected over the coming years.
Penang for example has recently announced that its Penang Business
Process Outsourcing Prime project is expected to generate 21,000 high-
value jobs over the next five years. To ensure the flow of the right talents
to feed this demand, the Penang Career Assistance and Talent Centre
(CAT) is setting up a fund to enable local talented students to pursue
tertiary education and to work in multinationals during semester breaks
and upon graduation while also arranging for internships for foreign
talents to ensure the flow of skill workers for this and other growing
sectors in the state. Han Chiang College students could perhaps look
closely into these for their career entry.

CONCLUSION

Hoffman the graduate in the 1960s faced a less-complex and less-
demanding employment landscape. Yet, he was confused, tentative and
uncertain about what to do. Without purposeful aims and distracted by an
unacceptable relationship, he ended up still more confused than ever.
Graduating students of today face a more complex, more fast-moving and
more challenging employment landscape. The latter moves in tandem
with rapid changes in the local and global economy. In the globalised
world, economies are more interconnected than ever as witnessed in the
1997 Asian Financial Crisis and the more current and larger 2007 Global
Financial Crisis. Important headwinds are on the horizons as a result of
regional wars in the Middle East and the Balkans and elsewhere, and
impending changes from new directions in economic and monetary
policies of globally dominant economies like the US, EU, and the East
Asian economic powerhouses. What nations across the world do to
address these concerns would decide important economic outcomes like
business opportunities and hence employment opportunities for tertiary-

184



The Graduate: The Sequel and Implications

educated talents. For a start, the relative modern business services support
a special target of the ETP and it is knowledge-intensive, implying the
need for more skilled and talented manpower usually at the tertiary-level.
The Penang government too has targeted this as the state’s new growth
pole. Tertiary-level students and related others should explore this
seriously as their potential source of employment.

The more talented tertiary-level students whether because of elite
branding advantage or having attractive employability skills enjoy
superior talent mobility across the world. As they move around there are
important economic implications. As in Malaysia and elsewhere, those
‘migrating’ contribute remittance income for the national economy but
would be unable to contribute to national development by way of
innovations and related contributions. The government at both the
Federal and state levels are doing their respective parts to disincentivise
this outflow of talents but this could be challenging as talents are globally
mobile and not easy to attract or retain as almost all economies compete
for this scarce manpower. The Federal and state governments in
conjunction with tertiaries and employers are also collaborating to retrain
and upskill unemployed graduates to enable them to achieve the potential
that they deserve. In the end, much rests on and whether this potential
skill manpower would respond appropriately. As for current students at
both the public and private tertiaries, they could enhance their
employability skills by profiting from the various upskilling and work
exposure programmes now widely available and accessible to them. This
way, they could quickly transform into global talents widely needed here
and across the world.
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Modern Art:
From Analogue to Digital

Lim Chun Woei*

Abstract: This paper looks at the history of modern art in Malaysia and
the movements that influence modern artists. From the changes brought
by the British to local artists, the dissatisfaction they expressed through
their art works and the westernisation process which was transferred onto
the diverse art techniques and skills, the Malaysian modern art makes an
interesting study. But the question, “What exactly is Malaysian modern
arts and how can we continue to preserve our local identity in the face of
a complex, urbanised culture?”” remains.

INTRODUCTION

Modern art reminds us of a group of artists or movements in the
early 20th century. The names like Cezanne, Gauguin and Van Gogh of
art movements in the post-impressionism has laid a foundation in the
reality of modern arts. The emergence of works by Picasso and Matisse
have further firmed up a more concrete ideology of modern arts. Some of
the modern art movements are Cubism, Expressionism, Surrealism,
Dadaism, Destilj and Pop Art. The ideology or definition of modern art is
best described as rebellion and having totally opposite ideas of tradition
and anti-naturalism in terms of the painting techniques as well as the style
of the painting produced.

Thus, modern arts in Malaysia have to do with the colonisation of
the British in Malaya. A very strong British influence has led to the
growing number of modern artists especially the signing of the Pangkor
treaty with the Sultan of Perak in the 19th century when the British
became the advisers on the state administration. Hence, the social
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lifestyle and cultural environment have slowly evolved. Hand crafters at
that moment were doing mostly batik painting, mengkuang, songket and
wayang kulit. The changes brought by the British somehow threatened
the locals in terms of their lifestyle, culture and economics. Thus the
Malays started to voice their dissatisfaction through publications such as
newspapers, flyers and posters. With these publications, cartoons and
other illustrations were produced to express their views as there were
many locals who could not read. With these visuals, the passion for
producing more arts has grown steadily among the locals.

The British education system plays a major role in the process of
westernisation among the locals. More schools were established to offer
education for the children of the British officers and also the locals who
could afford education. During this time, the paintings produced by the
English painters were more on landscapes as Malaya had a picturesque
local nature. The English painters started painting to document the
wonderful land they had colonised. Thus it provided an opportunity for
the Malay painters to be exposed to the English painters’ ways and style
of romanticism with detailed watercolour painting techniques.

Unlike Western modern art that grew out of great old traditions of
sculpture, fresco and painting, Malaysian modern art was in fact born in
line with explorations to find new modes of depicting the universe. Syed
Ahmad Jamal (2004) asserts that the absence of a grand painting tradition
liberates modern art in Malaysia from superfluous constraints. Freedom is
an implicit factor that allows artists to become engrossed in their pursuits
to free themselves from certain outmoded restrictions (Mahamood,
2008:1959).

At the turn of the century, there were more invention and innovation
of technological gadgets. From silk screen printing and block printing for
the purpose of publication and spreading messages, the call for mass
production resulted in the invention of printers, computers and colour ink.
This however has created an opportunity for younger visual artists to
explore the use of these gadgets in producing artworks. These include
modern painting using water and oil colours to tablet painting digitally.

188



Modern Art: From Analogue to Digital

THE BRITISH EDUCATION AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE LOCALS

Tracing the oldest English schools way back in 1816, education was
one of the most important infrastructures in the building of the British
empire in Malaya. The English established schools in the Straits
Settlements of Penang, Malacca and Singapore. The establishments were
provided for the English and the higher class locals. With this, the locals
gained education and adopted the English ideology in terms of their
culture, lifestyle, language and most of all, arts.

The British opened up a new perspective in terms of modern arts to
Malayan artists who were only familiar with traditional arts before this.
The British introduced Malayans to new genres of landscape paintings in
the Tradition of Turner and Constable and Realism from the Pre-
Raphaelites. The European influence we know of continued into the 19"
century, leading to various large movements such as the Impressionism,
Cubism, Surrealism, Constructivism and Futurism.

Indeed, the British colonisation in Malaya stirred some negative and
also positive influences whereby their control of Malayan economic and
social political domains brought about some controversial issues. Many
cartoons rendered by Malay artists during the 1930’s portrayed fears of
the effects of imperialism on Malays. Abd. Manan’s piece Barat Tinggal
di Barat, Timur Tinggal di Tmur (The West stay in the West, The East
stay in the East, Warta Jenaka, Nov 23, 1936) for instance, was not
merely anti-western but was critical of the Malays who looked on the
West with great reverence.

In the 19" century, sending children overseas for studies were
exclusively a trend for the wealthy and influential. Many local Malayan
artists who went overseas to study carried diverse influences from various
active artistic movements in the western countries such as Expressionism,
Pop Art, Perfomance Art, Minimalism and Conceptual Art.

The Chinese also played a role in influencing Malayan modern arts,
such as the renowned Xu BeiHong and Lim Hak Tak who founded the
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts in Singapore (1938). The birth of the
Nanyang School has played a pivotal role in contributing towards the
growth of Malaysian modern arts by converging the Oriental and Western
artistic elements.
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THE LOCAL CULTURAL NATURAL PICTURESQUE INFLUENCES

The Western influences in the early 20™ century introduced the
watercolour medium in the early development of modern arts in Malaya.
Some of the famous water colourists at that time were Abdullah Ariff,
Yong Mun Sen and Tay Hooi Keat. The main reason for the high
popularity of watercolour as a medium was due to its easy rendering and
that it was easily obtainable , but, this was also mainly due to the
influence of English painters. This also resulted in Malayan water
colourists painting landscapes and sceneries.

For a very long time, in the history of modern arts, landscape
painting is a popular choice although there has been a shift in terms of
artistic style and conceptual ideation of the art pieces. There have been
several famous artists who depict landscape as their form of artistic
expressions, such as Yong Mun Sen’s Dawn (1955), Abdullad Ariff’s
Scenery (1954) and Kuo Ju Ping’s A Country Pat (1946). Among their
works, we can see a stark differentiation in terms of style and brush
strokes and also the play of elements of lights and shadows. These early
works show how Malayan artists were influenced by Western artists such
as the French’s Impressionism and Post — Impressionism.

POST-COLONIALISM AND ITS IMPACT ON THE LOCAL ART SCENE

The Independence of Malaysia in 1957 brought in a new phase of
modern arts. Renewed faith and hope were instilled in the minds of the
people including artists, as their works portrayed positive aura in the
realm of modern arts. The establishment of NAG by Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra Al-Haj in 1958 marked the support of the government for
the development of the nation’s modern arts:

“Art expresses and reflects the spirit and personality of the people
who make a nation, Malaya has many artists whom she may be justly
proud of, but only in an Art Gallery that the public can see and enjoy
their works, and unless the best works of our artists are purchases for a
National Collection, they can rarely be exhibited. The foundation of the
independence has been well laid, and it is the responsibility of the present
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generation of Malayans to build on them a nation which will gain some of
the inspirations from a fine collection of art works, worthily housed and
accessible to all” (Mahamood, 2008:1959).

Post Colonialism has swept the modern arts water colour movements
off its feet and brought in more diversification in the choice of medium as
we see more artists become involved in printmaking and sculptures. This
was all started by the arrival of Anthony Lau with his conventional
sculptures such as the iconic pieces Spirit of Fire (1959) and Wild Bull
(1962). Printmaking during the early stage involves more conventional
methods such as linoleum and woodcut which can be seen in the works of
Lee Joo For’s Dusk Imago (1968) and Tan Tee Chin’s Waiting (1961).

Paintings shifted towards abstract art in the early 1950s. This shift
was partly because of Malaysia’s Independence, whereby many preferred
to paint the idea of hope and spirit, and these were particularly noticed in
the newspaper policy which highlighted the spirit of unity among
different communities in contrast to pre-independence newspapers that
highlighted race segregation which demanded independence. Portraits
and figures remained as the key subject matter in the works produced by
Nanyang pioneers artists and graduates. Many enforced the tendencies
towards the western styles of Post - Impressionism and Cubism as seen in
Malay Girl (1960) by Lai Fong Moi.

Tendencies towards abstract arts remained strong and saw the
appearance of prominent artists such as Jolly Koh, Sharifah Fatimah Syed
Zubir and Tajuddin Hj Ismail whose works were mostly abstract in
nature. In contrast to this, a group of artists emerged in the late 1960s and
early 1970s, called The New Scene Artists who focused on structured
aspects of visual design and carried influences of the Bauhaus movement.
Some prominent works from this group were Tang Tuck Kan’s 49
Squares (1969) and Squares No.7 and Choong Kam Kow’s Vibration
(1969). Artists’ works also became more conceptual and theoretical when
the provocative works of Reza Piyadasa and Sulaiman Esa, particularly in
their two men show Towards Mystical Reality were produced.

1969 marked a significant history in Malaysia and it was translated
into the Malaysian modern arts in that era. Intra-ethnics riots between the
Malays and the Chinese marked a wakeup call for Malaysian artists. Two
works were produced in the immediate aftermath of the May 13th
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incident, illustrating a new kind of artistic imagery which had never been
seen before. Ibrahim Hussein's sombre work titled May 13, 1969 (1970)
featuring a blackened Malaysian flag and the tragic number "13"
inscribed below it addressed the riots. The other work was Redza
Piyadasa's installation, also titled May 13, 1969 and was produced in
1970. It featured an upright, life-size coffin, draped, standing on a
delicate reflective mirror. These two disturbing works, inspired by the
traumatic racial riots, clearly heralded a new, somewhat belated artistic
consciousness of the pertinence of contemporary socio-political contexts
and a new possible role for art, which was to address more directly the
more complex societal issues besetting the young nation state. The
prevailing interest in abstract art and conceptual art concerns by many
leading artists, at that time, had, however, discouraged a more serious
confrontation with the deeper, intra-ethnic, societal issues for quite some
time to come (Sabapathy, 1994).

The immediate effect of the May 13 riot caused the National
Operations Council at the University of Malaya to understand the
importance of having a unifying culture and national identity to hold the
nation together. After much deliberation and debate at the Congress, it
was decided that the nation had to officially lay down the basis of an
official national culture. It should be founded on Malay core values,
Malay cultural forms and the Malay language as official national
language. This must be the unifying basis for the construction of a
common official national cultural identity. The other cultures could exist
but on an unofficial basis. The resolutions were passed at the Congress
and they were presented to the government to be implemented as soon as
possible. The implications of this historic decision altered the cultural
contexts within the nation, which has been operating ever since. The
government introduced a politically-defined cultural vision and more
importantly, it has now reinforced the hegemony of the Malay
nationalistic forces. The mass narrative would henceforth be founded on a
Malay-centred discourse and dominance. The implementation of the
Malay language in the universities and schools was thus sped up and
there was now an officially prescribed and politicised definition of
national culture that would be given priority and adhered to at all official
national functions. And this policy has been used ever since then
(Sabapathy, 1994).
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With this new policy, it has brought forth a new Malay-centric
artistic vision. It is during this time that more Malay-Muslim experiments
began to happen and many Malay artists began to rediscover their natural
roots and highlight their notions of “malay-ness”. We may also notice the
shift from an earlier artistic search for a broad-based multi-cultural
Malaysian-ness to a new notion of Malay-ness, as the new defining
cultural paradigm. This new shift has inevitably caused the emergence of
a new Malay-dominated force within the Malaysian art scene. This new
Malay-centred artistic energy found its initial impetus from an important
exhibition curated by the painter Datuk Syed Ahmad Jamal at the
University of Malaya called Rupa dan Jiwa, which was staged in 1974.
Sabapathy (1994) states that the exhibition, for the first time ever,
brought together all manners of Malay artifacts and visual arts from all
over the country, analysed and presented authoritatively as a coherent,
distinctive cultural manifestation of the Malays.

FROM PAINTING TO DIGITAL

Undoubtedly, modern arts have been revolving and evolving in
terms of its medium used, its portrayal from abstract to symbolist to
iconographic and to structural. When printmaking was a choice of
medium in modern arts, artists have been looking for ways to make their
artworks cleaner and sharper. It is the discovery of computer aided
software such as the Adobe and so on that gives a new meaning to
modern arts.

A lot of modern artists who are influenced by the Pop Culture turn to
digital art as their form of expressionism. The late Ismail Zain was one of
Malaysia’s digital artists who was named the “Father of Digital Art in
Malaysia”. It has been a long history where modern artists use the
computer to produce their arts.

The availability and popularity of photograph manipulation software
have spawned a vast and creative library of highly modified images,
many bearing little or no hint of the original image. Using electronic
versions of brushes, filters and enlargers, these "Neographers" produce
images unattainable through conventional photographic tools. In addition,
digital artists may manipulate scanned drawings, paintings, collages or
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lithographs, as well as using any of the above-mentioned techniques in
combination. Artists also use many other sources of information and
program to create their work (King, n.a.).

Cynthia Goodman, author of the well-known survey of computer art
'Digital Visions' writes:

“In Europe, in the late 1960s, artists with strong visual and
conceptual alliances with the Constructivist tradition, including Manuel
Barbadillo, Edward E. Zajac, Vera Molnar, and Manfred Mohr, were the
first to use computers for artistic ends” (Goodman, 1988: 51).

When looking at modern art movements in the 20th century, we can
identify many of the artistic concerns that also drove the computer art
pioneers. However, none of the digital art genres became a significant art
movement compared to those recognised in the fine art world. Jasia
Reichardt, director of the Institute of Contemporary Arts (and curator of
the Cybernetic Serendipity exhibition) in London UK during the 70s
made this observation about the early digital work:

“Most art movements are remembered for the relatively few great
works which are associated with them and the exceptional individuals
who brought them about. --- Those trends or movements which
demonstrate a current preoccupation but fail to produce works of great
quality leave an incomparably lesser trail. --- Since the early 1950s,
however, there have been two international movements which in this
context constitute an exception. An exception in the sense that there are
no masterpieces to be associated with them, nevertheless these two
movements have unique significance both socially and artistically. The
first of these is Concrete Poetry, and the second, Computer Art.”

Though what Reichardt wrote may still be true that there are no
great masterpieces of computer art, there certainly is a substantial body of
fine works that can stand as art (1971).

In Malaysia, the opening of Galleriiizu Gallery in Kuala Lumpur
marks the first digital art gallery and has created a new wave of modern
arts which use digital tools as an integral process in making arts.
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CONCLUSION

As we walk through the timeline of Malaysian Modern Arts, we see
a lot of diversification and western influences. In the end, the question
remains unanswered: What are Malaysian modern arts? Undeniably, our
arts carry deep meaning in terms of the chronological events which
happened during pre and post — colonisation but at the present time, it has
missed out our local identity.

Clearly the rise of the new urbanised, consumerist, supermarket
culture in recent years has affected the older, traditional way of life.
These new cultural developments have affected everyone, irrespective of
race or religion. It has signalled a new kind of altered cultural
environment and has introduced a notion of a new urban identity that has
largely overtaken the earlier, laid-back Malay rural contexts and its
concomitant sentimentalised visions of a monolithic Malay cultural
identity. What is becoming clear about the Malaysian art scene today is
that it is a very much more complex and sophisticated scene, when
compared to that of the immediate post-National Cultural Congress
period of the 1970s (Sabapathy, 1994).

Malaysia has become a globalised nation, which rooted back to the
British Education and colonisation without a local cultural value besides
pretty landscapes, and sceneries which we can call our own.

The word ‘pseudo’ best describes the Malaysian Modern Arts at
present as the direction that it is going is undetermined, that is to the
right, or to the left.

Perhaps, our modern artists should look into the cultural elements
which bear significant meanings to Malaysian culture and turn these
elements into iconic symbols to represent a significant Malaysian flavour
such as vectorising our traditional wood crafts elements, or the pattern on
songket to be turned into our modern art pieces.
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The Birth and Development of
Han Chiang News & TV Centre (HCTV)

Kristina Khoo*

Abstract: HCTV News was first established in 2006 and in the span of 8 years,
the journalism scene has gone through major transformations especially with the
influence of the internet, which has inadvertently introduced digital marketing
and various multimedia tools. Journalism today, is no more pure news writing.
The 21* century journalists must know how to sell their stories; questions like
how much better can the story be told and what interactive elements should be
included are at the top of good journalists’ minds as the need to remain
competitive against others become more evident. What used to be the job of
marketers and public relations practitioners, is also becoming a wide practice as
journalists themselves become walking, talking brands. Their reputation
commands trust and for the audience to trust them, journalists need to
communicate with the readers at a more available and personal level, and this is
possible through social media. We look at how HCTV grows from humble
beginnings with a website, and its development today to stay at par with other
big news organisations. At HCTV, the team are working journalists, marketers,
social media practitioners, brand ambassadors and future thinkers. It is
constantly evolving to meet the journalism of today and tomorrow.

INTRODUCTION

The Han Chiang TV & News Centre (HCTV) was launched on 28 October
2006, producing the first and only news website that is run by a private higher
education institution in Malaysia. HCTV is an independent media centre that
provides viewers and readers alternative views and discussions on current
issues.

*Kristina Khoo, news editor of Han Chiang College. Email: kristinakhoo@hju.edu.my
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The website, www.hctvnews.net, which operates in both Chinese
and English, is developed to train students to cover and produce online
news.

Equipped with state-of-the-art facilities such as a TV studio, radio
studio, editing suites, editorial rooms and the latest digital video cameras
and broadcasting equipment, HCTV is made up of experienced editors,
journalists and web designers.  Students on the journalism and
broadcasting programmes contribute towards the website, giving them
hands-on experience to become future broadcasters, reporters and
producers. These prepare students for the media industry.

The Centre also publishes the HCTV News magazine, Golden
Achievement Awards magazine and other publications.

MOVING WITH TIMES

While HCTV is applauded for being the first news website
established by an educational institution in Malaysia, journalism and
technology revolutionise at such a rapid rate that constant changes are
required to stay on top of the game.

A full-fledge news organisation requires a strong workforce. Instead
of competing with existing national media like The Star or The New
Straits Times, HCTV focuses on being a social news website. Covering
stories related to social welfare issues, current trends, the ongoings in
Penang and other debatable issues that are constantly discussed in the
community, the Centre moves away from pure hard news stories to in-
depth features and interviews.

Stories are accompanied with big pictures, also known as picture-led
stories. They are the new trend and the online platform enables the Centre
to keep up with changes like these. Readers are drawn to emotional,
grabbing pictures that tell a story. This is clearly encapsulated in all of the
stories on the website.

To remain competitive, HCTV tunes in to the wants of its target
readers who are made up of mainly students and the local community.
Lighthearted writings include movie and food reviews, blogs and
personal musings.
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ONLINE JOURNALISM

There has been a steady decline of print journalism in the late
eighties. The decline has become more pronounced as digital journalism
becomes more common with the increase of internet users. This
phenomenon makes perfect sense to journalists and news consumers as
news is 24/7 and with cable news providing rolling 24 hour news
channels, it is only time that traditional journalism is pushed into
embracing new technology.

This is where HCTV comes in. As a small online news platform,
HCTV may not have the manpower to update breaking stories at real-
time, but, the Centre provides stories using multimedia tools combined
with interactive elements. Take for example the news of the MH17 crash.
Rather than attempting to outdo other news organisations, whether local
or international, HCTV conducted an in-depth interview with Captain
Stephen Terry, principal from a well established aviation school, the
Malaysian Flying Academy. As the country’s aviation industry was
thrown into the spotlight, HCTV investigated how the recent tragedy
affected the reputation and training of pilots in aviation schools. Such
feature was timely and current.

The online environment gives us more opportunities to explore
exciting ideas to make a story more interesting. News is consumed first
by reading a headline, and if that attracts a reader, they would go on to
read the lead paragraph. This explains why news is written in the inverted
pyramid, with the most important information placed at the top and the
least important at the bottom. The structure enables readers to stop
reading at any one point and still be able to grasp the gist of the story.

Similarly, online journalism places great importance on making
stories appealing. Rather than producing long pieces of articles,
multimedia tools are introduced. These include hyperlinks to enable
readers to click on a particular term that would lead to additional
information, infographics to help understand data better, big pictures to
convey a story, and videos and animated pictures like GIFs.

Interactive elements also play a role in getting the readers more
involved with the story. ‘Share’ and Like’ buttons encourage consumers
to click and spread the news with friends and family. Comment boxes are
placed at the bottom of stories to help facilitate discussions on the issue.
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More fun elements include emoticons that represent facial expressions, so
that users can express their feelings.

TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

Staying true to HCTV’s main objective of being a training platform
for aspiring journalists, the Centre has a section on the website called the
HCTV Academy for Journos. Useful tips on how to become a better
journalist and lessons on journalism practices are put up in the form of
PDFs and on slideshare so that students can improve their journalistic
skills. The PDFs allow students to download the lessons while the
slideshare enables viewing online.

A popular example of one of the lessons is the correct use of
photographs. Students are taught about the role of photos in journalism
and how big Vogue-ish photos are preferred. Tips like these are not
merely taken from existing lessons taught to students in classes. Rather,
they are what industry experts practise and in this case, the lesson is
adapted from the BBC’s School of Journalism. Paired with the
knowledge and experience of lecturers who have worked for years in the
journalism industry, HCTV Academy for Journos make a fun and
informative learning ground for anyone with a passion in journalism.

In addition, workshops are regularly organised to train students. One
of the most successful ones was the Social Media Workshop where
students were taught to combine the use of journalism and social media to
research and write stories. The feedback was encouraging as students felt
that they were learning more than theories and that the practical skills
were hands-on and could be tried out straightaway.

To further expand the training and development area, plans are in
place to provide work placement and internship opportunities for current
Han Chiang College students who are studying journalism. Students will
be recruited in January and they will be working with different
departments to understand the jobs involved in a news organisation. From
learning to design an effective website and covering and writing stories to
tight deadlines, the interns will work alongside experienced web
designers, journalists and editors. At the same time, the students act as
HCTV ambassadors as they will conduct market research to better
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understand what other students want to gain from the Centre. They will
be awarded with testimonials and letters of recommendation at the end of
the programme. Although this internship programme is only a pilot
scheme, it will be regularly reviewed for improvements.

COMMUNITY-LED

The HCTV News website is written for the community. We attempt
to reach out to local businesses, organisations and individuals, by writing
pieces that matter to them and also by including them in the news
process.

The Performing Arts Centre of Penang, or better known as
Penangpac, is a non-profit arts centre that serves the artistic and creative
community through performances such as stage musicals and
symphonies. HCTV has built a strong relationship with Penangpac and
often receives invitations to local performances. HCTV’s coverage of
Sinbad the Musical gave the team a chance to network with the cast and
creative teams from all over the world.

Being socially responsible makes readers trust the media, especially
since news organisations are sometimes viewed as being untrustworthy.
To build the target audiences’ trust in us, HCTV occasionally runs
various campaigns that matter to the community at large. One of them
was the Bring Back Our Girls Campaign where armed group Boko
Haram kidnapped 276 Nigerian girls from a boarding school. HCTV
created awareness by getting students to dress up in red and held up signs
that read ‘Bring Back Our Girls’, which was then shared extensively on
social media like Facebook and Twitter. That was one of the most viewed
Facebook posts and this in effect, raised awareness of these girls’ and
their families’ plight, which at that time, was not widely reported by the
Malaysian media.

In conjunction with Mother’s Day, we got the community involved
by asking them to send Mother’s Day messages which were then posted.

HCTV also piggybacks on hot topics circulating in the media and
among the community. The story about homeless people being swept
away from big cities such as Kuala Lumpur and the ire of Malaysians for
being penalised for feeding the homeless, made headlines for one week.
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This caused debate among politicians and homeless charities. In line with
HCTV’s values on being socially responsible towards its community, the
editor organised an outing to feed the homeless in Penang and collected
funds. The initiative has put HCTV in a positive light and the story
received over 4,000 hits a day.

Citizen journalism allows non-professionally trained journalists to
contribute stories, whether they are in the form of written words or
pictures. Because our journalists cannot be at the right place at the right
time, HCTV highly values citizen journalism, but one that is regulated
and verified.

The Centre approached a freelance photographer whose pictures
have gained recognition after attending the College’s prestigious Golden
Achievement Awards, to become a weekly contributor. Since then,
HCTV has set up a webpage specially for him, and his weekly pictures
range from portraits and landscapes to colourful festivals and holidays.
The move enables the Centre to use outside resources, creating a win-win
situation for both parties.

INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM

HCTV’s investigative journalism may be young, but it is thriving
and gaining recognition. Trainee journalists carry out investigations that
pique the local community’s interests such as human trafficking in
Penang and a look into a human slave’s life, the rise of prostitution
among Vietnamese girls and the discrimination faced by foreign workers
in Malaysia. These articles have generated heated conversations on social
media and increased traffic.

Plans are underway to continue to mould students with investigative
skills so that they become resourceful journalists, a skill that is fast dying
in today’s journalism scene.

IN PRINT

The Centre publishes a newsletter every three months, which is
distributed to schools in Penang and other states. Used to promote the
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college by featuring the different schools’ activities, journalism students
also contribute by covering local news and issues.

Every year, the Golden Achievement Awards (GAA) magazine is
produced in two phases. The first features the red-carpet event’s
highlights, nominated winners for various categories, interviews with
alumni and students on internships, and feel-good stories. The magazine
is distributed on the night of the GAA to VIPs, guests and the media. The
second version is an extension of the first one, with additional photos
from the event. This is used for marketing purposes during road shows.

MONITORING AND MARKETING

HCTV’s traffic is monitored using Google Analytics bimonthly.
This helps the Centre understand the number of page views which
translate into popular stories and the effectiveness of various campaigns
and initiatives in attracting new readers.

Being closely associated with Han Chiang College, HCTV does its
part in marketing the programmes offered in the College. This is
however, done subtly. A story looking at the global economic situation
would have a link at the bottom that promotes business programmes in
the College. Another marketing tactic is the coverage of College activities
and events written in newsy style.

In 2015, the Centre will produce its first email marketing newsletter.
The beauty about digital technology is the potential for us to reach out to
a wider group of people. As the marketing department is always out
conducting education fairs and meeting students and counsellors, there is
a huge database of emails that could be used. The email newsletter will
be sent to the large pool of emails collected, deleting the likelihood of
groups of people who may be left out of reach in HCTV’s website and
printed magazines.

The tone and manner of the email newsletter will be light and
personal, and viewers can click on links that will direct them to HCTV’s
website for further reading.
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CONCLUSION

Digital convergence in journalism will open up more publishing
opportunities and we can expect audiences to play a big role in HCTV as
citizen journalists. This new relationship must be one of respect as both
parties will be working closely together. As a curator of information,
journalists will need better editing skills coupled with top digital
knowledge. Also known as a journopreneur, today’s journalists have to
be flexible in a range of skills from self publishing to selling stories, apart
from traditional writing skills. Infographics, life streaming videos and
SEO will be some of the skills required of a 21* century journalist.

The rebirth of journalism is already happening and journalists can
expect to work in a complex, yet exciting environment, one that HCTV
looks forward to.
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New chapter
for Han Chiang

Iconic school now a university college

GEORGE TOWN: Han Chiang College has been
upgraded to university college status by the
Education Ministry.

Its board of directors chairman Datuk Ooi
Soo Hing said the ministry approved the sta-
tus via a letter dated Nov 18 and the college
will now be known as Han Chiang University
College of Communication (HCU).

“We submitted an application for the
_upgrade early last year. In June 2013, we pre-
- sented the proposal to the ministry and were
advised to improve and upgrade the college.

“This year, we were again invited by the

ministry to brief a panel on our overall estab-

lishment plans,” he said at a press confer-
ence at the premises in Jalan Lim Lean Teng
yesterday.

In February last year, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak assured that the
Government would consider the college’s
application during a visit to the Han Chiang
High School.

In April the same year, he announced
that the college would be upgraded to uni-

versity college status and gave the college a

RM1mil contribution from Yayasan Rakyat
‘1Malaysia.
Ooi added that the students who reg-

ister with the college next year would be
able to continue their bachelor’s degree pro-
grammes and become graduates of a univer-
sity upon completion of studies.

“We plan to offer Master’s degree and PhD
programmes in the near future,” he said..

College honorary principal Datuk Dr Cheah
See Kian said more than RM10mil would be
spent to upgrade the facilities so that the

‘requirements of a university college would _

be fulfilled within three years.

“We are also looking into the construction
of a new hostel and an administrative block.”

The institution is the first university col-
lege of communication in Malaysia and the
only education provider in the country pro-
viding education at primary, secondary and
tertiary levels.

Han Chiang was established in 1919 as a
primary school and the secondary school in
1950, followed by the establishment of the
college in 1999 and the commencement of
college programmes in 2000.

The university college has successfully
produced many graduates for the Chinese,
English and Malay media such as news
anchor Tan Ley Teng who is presently the
college’s ambassador.





